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16 tourists kidnapped in Yemen 

SANAA (AP) — Yemeni tribesmen kidnapped 16 West- 
, jgi tourists Monday, including 12 Britons, two Arneri- 
iCTJsand two Australians, tribal leaders and security offi- 
3 : ab 9 ut 10 armed tribesmen opened 
lire^ori a number of policemen escorting a group of 17 
Jt6uri$ts as they traveled in a convoy of 15 vehicles near 
southern town of Mawdiyah, in the Abyan province 
Abyaii is about 200 kilometers south of the capital 
^Sanaa. No one was injured in the firelight, but a British 
'Tourist apd a Yemeni guide managed to escape, said the 
-nibal leaders, peaking on condition of anonymity. The 
'remaining 16 tourists were- abducted and driven to an 
' unknown destination in Abyan, they added. They gave no 
other details and said the kidnappers’ demands were not 
immediately known. Security officials, also speaking on 
coodiriop of anonymity, confirmed the kidnappings’ but 
could not provide any details. 
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Fastlink - Expanding To Meet Your Needs 


Visit our new customer service center in 
Shmeisani where you will be able to pay your 
invoices, settle billing issues, receive general 
information, or settle any other concerns 
regarding your Fastlink subscription. 

Shmeisani U.T.G. Building Abdula Hamid Sharai Street 

Across From Engineers Association 

T: 551 2010 F: 551 5010' L 
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- Palestinian gets 
’/ life sentence for 
/driving bombers 

/ TEL AVIV (AP) — An 
vTsraeli military court sen- 
V fenced a Palestinian to life 

• imprisonment Monday for 
"driving two suicide 

: / bombers to a busy intersec- 
-."Stipn, where they killed 
-.. pother 22 people. On Jan. 
-•’•22, 1995 — a Sunday — 
vAbdul Halim Balbisy drove 

• - the suicide bombers to the 

Beit Lid intersection north 
of Te) Aviv where they 
blew themselves up. min- 
utes apart, the court said. 

• -The Islamic Jihad group 
^claimed responsibility for 
: the. attack. 

/Iraqi satellite TV 
.. back on the air 

//NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
/'Iraqi Satellite Channel was 
.' - r back on the air Monday 
//after a. 12-day interruption 
_Mn its broadcasts because of 
/the U.S.-British air strikes 
•'on Iraq. The satellite sta- 
"tion. which was set up July 

• 17, and Iraq’s A1 Shebab, 
or Youth, TV stopped 

7 ^oadcasting December 16. 
.'die. ’first day of Operation 
/Destaft- Fox. A1 Shebab 

- went back on the air Satur- 
day night The Iraqi Satel- 
.lite Channel uses Egypt’s 

.. lNDesat-101 satellite, 
/ launched last April. 

. Tibi’s movement 
; to run for Knesset 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Ahmad Tibi’s Arab Renew- 
/-al Movement has decided 
to run a list of candidates 

- for the upcoming elections, 
•"• the Israeli daily Haaretz 

- reported on Monday. Tibi, 
a senior adviser to PaJestin- 

: /ran President Yasser Arafat 
land an Israeli citizen, set 
;Hip bus party on the eve of 
last national elections 
V-in 1996 but withdrew his 
//candidacy at the last 
minute. At a meeting Sun- 
:> day the movement decided 
to run a list of candidates 
/'for elections, but had not 
.'Tfet decided who will head 
.. itvthe report said. 77bi said 
vhe had not yet decided 
*’ whether to run himself. 

Five die in Iran 
iship blast in Gulf 

- /TEHRAN (R) — Five crew 
/ members were killed and 

TQ injured in an explosion 
/at the weekend on board an 
/Iranian naval tanker ship, 
■the official IRNA news 
. agency said on Monday. 
../The agency said the cause 
/ of the blast on Saturday, at 
/a jetty-in the Gulf port of 
/ Bandar Abbas in Hormuz- 
/gan -province, remained 
/" under investigation. 

/ Sudan: NGOs 
"Serving hostile 
political ends 

/ KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan on Monday accused 
Western non-governmenul 
.«Saniffltions (NGOs) of 
nnxing- politics with 
humanitariart work in the 
./south of the country. 
.‘/“Some. NGOs conceal 
/-political purposes in their 
""humanitarian activity, to 
jerve the political ends of 
-/cotintries hostile to the 
: ; ?|Sfenese cultural [Islamic] 

. /orimatioo” Sudanese 
-Mhnster of State for Social 

- banning Major General 
; -Hassan Osman Dhahawe 

- • 2®Md: : Dhahawe, quoted by 

official news agency 
also rejected as 
/^P^seless’’ a news report 
^cmag French group Medi- 
/?iQS;Sans Frontieres (Doc- 
//^v.Wjthout Borders) as 
/^mating that last July 
./^ome-12Q people died each 
Ajiep, a town in 
/^.^^S^azal state in 
- 

■ v • 



A file picture dated May 1998 shows two US. F-16C fighter falcon. US. warplanes opened 
fire on an Iraqi anti-aircraft site on Monday, killing four soldiers and wounding seven oth- 
ers in the first major clash since a four-day air war ended (AFP photo) 


U.S. fighter planes clash 
with Iraq in no-fly zone 


Russia condemns U.S. retaliation 

MOSCOW i AFP) — The Russian foreign ministry criticised 
the US. Monday for firing on an Iraqi anti-aircraft battery, an 
attack which left four soldiers dead according to Baghdad. A 
communique quoted by the Interfax agency stressed the need 
to "abstain from actions which do not contribute to re-estab- 
lishing an atmosphere favourable to a political resolution of tire 
Iraqi problem." The Russian foreign ministry communique 
said the incident "cannot help but provoke preoccupation.” 


WASHINGTON iR) — US. 
lighter planes retaliated on 
Monday against Iraqi missiles 
fired in nonliem Iraq's no-fly 
zone :ind President Bill Clinton 
rowed to continue enforcing 
the country's im-lly Zones 
despite Iraqi opposition. 

A U.S. Defence Department 
spokesman said Iraq had 
attacked U.S. jeis during reHi- 
tine patrols of the northern no 
Ily zone with surface-to-air 
missiles from a site in rn.»nhem 
Iraq, north of die town of 
Mosul. 

‘The air crews acted in self- 
defence and responded w ith 
HARM missiles- and precision- 
guided munitioas. There was 
no damage to coalition aircraft 
and all our crews returned safe- 
ly to base tin Turkey)." the 
Defence Department 

spokesnetn said. He said U.S. 
forces had responded within 
the "normal rules of engage- 
ment" and that damage to Iraqi 
forces was still being assessed. 

The spokesman said U.S. 
pilots had seen three Iraqi sur- 
face-to-air missiles fired and 
that British fuelling aircraft had 
backed up the U.S. mission. 
However. British forces had 


not been involved in any of the 
direct military action. 

The attack w as the latest con- 
frontation between the United 
States and Iraq and came nine 
days after die end of Operatic 
De>en Fo\ — u four-dav aeri- 
al bombardment by British and 
U.S. forces aimed at wrecking 
Iraq's weapons production pro- 
gramme after Baghdad was 
accused of not cooperating 
with U.N. amis inspectors. 

Iraq, which warned the Unit- 
ed States and Britain on Sun- 
day that it would fire at planes 
flying over its territory, said 
four Iraqis were killed when 
the U.S. jets fired missiles at its 
air defence positions. 

Clinton said the U.S. attack 
on the Iraqi missile battery was 
appropriate and that the United 
States would continue to 
enforce no-fly zones in the 
north and south of the country . 

"Our pilots have the authori- 
ty to protect themselves if they 
are attacked. They took appro- 
priate action today in respond- 
ing to Iraq’s actions.” he said. 
"We will continue to enforce 
the no-fly zones.” 

Clinton said he w'as “proud” 
of U.S. pilots involved in the 


latest action. They had 
"attacked because they were 
attacked." he said. 

The planes, based in Inciriik 
in Turkey, were enforcing the 
no-fly zone above the 36th par- 
allel. established since the end 
of the J 99 J Gulf' War to proiecr 
Kurds from any attack by 
f'Mces loyal to Iraq President 
Saddam Hussein. The opera- 
tion, previously known as Pro- 
vide Comfort, was renamed 
Northern Watch following the 
withdraw ai of French aircraft 
at the end of 1996. 

Clinton said that "no-fly 
zones have been and will 
remain an important part of our 
containment policy” against 
Saddam. "Because we effec- 
tively control the skies over 


Iraq. Saddam has been unable 
to ase air power against his 
own people or lash out again at 
his neighbours.” Clinton said in 
a statement at the start of a 
speech at an unrelated White 
House event. 

The United Stales enforces 
the no-fly rone jointly with 
Britain. Their planes also patrol 
a no-fly zone that stretches 
from the border line with 
Kuwait, Saudi .Arabia and Jor- 
dan to the 33id parallel just 
south of Baghdad. 

Iraq does not recognise the 
no-fly zones and calls them a 
breach of international law and 
the United Nations Charter. 
The zones have not been 
authorised by the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council. 


Meeting of Arab foreign ministers postponed to January 


CAIRO (AFP) — Deeply 
divided over policy towards 
Iraq, Arab foreign ministers 
postponed until next month 
on Monday a meeting which 
had been set to be held here 
this week. 

Arab League Secretary 
General Estuat Abdul Meguid 
said the meeting of Arab for- 
eign ministers scheduled to be 
held here on Wednesday bad 
been delayed until January 24. 

"The meeting has been 
delayed at the request of the 
countries of the Gulf Cooper- 


ation Council (GCO,” said 
the Arab League chief. 

However, one GCC mem- 
ber came our in favour of 
going ahead with the meeting 
as planned. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(TJ AE ) "supported the Yemeni 
request to convene an Arab 
summit and did not ask for the 
ministerial meeting to be 
delayed," a UAE foreign min- 
istry official told the official 
WAM news agency. 

The news agency also said 
that GCC foreign ministers 


are to meet in Riyadh on 
Tuesday. 

"The meeting aims to con- 
sider the current situation in 
the Arab World, notably the 
holding of an Arab summit,” 
WAM said. 

UAE Foreign Minister 
Rashid Abdullah would chair 
the session of the six GCC 
members — Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar and Saudi Ara- 
bia as well as the UAE. 

Arab foreign ministers had 
been summoned to Cairo at 
Yemen’s request to consider 


holding an -Arab summit to 
discuss the situation in Iraq 
following the four days of 
U.S.-British air strikes. 

The .Arab League's highest 
body is the council of foreign 
ministers. It does not have the 
power itself to conv ene sum- 
mits. 

The last summit, which 
focused on relations with 
Israel, was held here in June 
1996. without the participa- 
tion of Iraq, which was not 
invited, ft is the only one to 
have been held since Iraq’s 


199(3 invasion of Kuwait 

Objections to a summit now 
have been led by GCC mem- 
ber Saudi Arabia, whose for- 
eign minister. Prince Saud Al 
Faisal, nude a secret visit to 
Cairo on Sunday to discuss 
the issue. 

He met both Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hositi Mubarak and For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa and 
had several hours of talks with 
them. Arab diplomats said. 

(Continued on page 12) 


JTC chief says value of company was underestimated 


By Issam Qadamani 

AMMAN — The value of 
the Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation has been 
grossly underestimated. 
Company Chairman Alt 
Shukri said Monday. 

The chairman, who has 
been an aident opponent of 
the sale of a stake in the com- 
pany to a strategic partner, 
added that the first evaluation 
of the value of the state- 
owned company ' was 
"wrong, unjust and did not 
reflect the real value of the 
firm.” 

"The first evaluation was 


wrong as it was conducted 
with the aim of bringing in a 
strategic partner.” Shukri 
said in a recent interview with 
Al Ra’ i and the Jordan Times, 
"h was not accurate and did 
not reflect the real value of 
the company,” he added. 
"The second evaluation had 
proven that the value of the 
firm is double what was 
determined in the first assess- 
ment” 

Shukri did not reveal the 
evaluation’s details and ext 
wbar basis it was carried out 
except that the second 
process w'as carried by the 
telecommunications compa- 


ny itself and Arthur Anderson 
consultants. 

However, U.K. Price 
Waterhouse Consultants had 
valued the company’s assets 
at around $1 billion, accord- 
ing to industry sources. When 
the chairman took over, he 
brought in the accounting 
firm of Arthur Anderson to 
re-evaluate the firm’s assets. 

Shukri said that the evalua- 
tion by Arthur Anderson, was 
in its final stages at the Prime 
Ministry’s Executive Privati- 
sation Unit in order to pre- 
pare for privatising a stake in 
the company. He added an 
initial block of shares will be 


Israel demolishes 2 W. Bank 
homes, setting off clashes 
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with more tear gas and 
rubber-coated steel pel- 
lets. Two Israelis were 
injured by stones. 

Peter Lemer. spokesman 
of the Israeli military gov- 
ernment in the West Bank, 
said the two homes in the 
village were demolished 
because they were built 
illegally, without proper 
permits. 

Palestinians complain 
that Israel uses house 
demolitions as a political 
tool and refuses to issue 
building permits in areas 
of the West Bank it wants 
to keep under its control. 
The United States also 
opposes the practice, say- 
ing it undermines trust. 

Monday’s confrontation 
took place in Kufr Haris, a 
village clo*re in l he Jewish 
settlement of Ariel, the 


second largest in the West 
Bank. 

Abu Yakoub, his wife 
and two young sons, along 
with about 30 others, sat 
on the floor of the house to 
try to prevent the demoli- 
tion. However, Israeli 
troops dragged them out. 

Abu Yakoub was 
knocked to the ground in 
the melee, dropping his 
young son as villagers and 
family members continued 
to scuffle with Israeli sol- 
diers. 

"One day I’m going to 
take revenge... I will teach 
my kids the way of 
Hamas.” Abu Yakoub 
screamed at one Israeli 
officer, referring to the 
Islamist group that has 
carried out more than a 
dozen suicide bombings in 
Israel. 


offered io the public on die 
Amman Financial Market. 

Bui officials have said that 
while the option of a strategic 
partner was no longer on the 
table, the government was 
looking into other possibili- 
ties, including bringing in a 
foreign technical partner to 
help upgrade and market ser- 
vices, approach institutional 
Arab investors, tap into the 
wealth of high net worth indi- 
viduals or a combination of 
these plans. 

Industry sources, however, 
caution thui political will 
must precede any decision. 
They added that the govern- 


ment. wary of stepping into a 
political mine-field, is taking 
its time in studying its options 
and could take several 
months before making a deci- 
sion. 

The government in October 
.suspended die sale of a 40 per 
cent stake in the company to 
a strategic partner after one of 
the two contenders withdrew 
from the race. 

Shukri stressed that pri- 
vatising the company must 
not affect the "security of 
sensitive networks” in the 
country. 

(Continued on page 12) 





Israeli soldiers drag away Hussain Abu Yacoub and take one 
of his sons from him as Ws family is physically removed from 
their home iii the West Bank village or Kifl Harith before the 
unm dcmolisitcd the building on Monday (Reuters photo) 


Kuwait hails call 
by Regent to free 
all Arab PoWs 


j AMMAN (J.T.) — Kuwait 
on Monday hailed a call by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
made on Sunday for the 
release of Kuwaiti prisoners 
of war (PoWs) held in Iraq, 
Petra news agency reported 
from Kuwait. 

I “Kuwait paid tribure to 
; Prince Hassan’s principled 
stand towards the Kuwaiti 
< prisoners issue,” Petra said. 

In hi> opening address 
before the emergency ses- 
j sion of the Arab Parliamen- 
j tary Union held here Sun- 
| day. the Crown Prince 
i referred to Kuwaiti prison- 
1 cn> of war and colled for 
putting an end to their and 
j the suffering of all Arab 
prisoners of war. 

The Kuwaiti news agency. 
Kl’NA. quoted the First 
Kuw aiti Deputy Prime Min- 
ister and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah AJ .Ahmad Al 
Sabah as saying: “We would 


like to express our thanks 
and appreciation to Prince 
Hassan and wish him and 
the Jordanian people, on the 
occasion of the New Year, a 
happy and prosperous life.” 

Prince Hassan called for 
exerting honest, sincere and 
transparent efforts to ensure 
the release of all .Arab pris- 
oners of wan 

"In the context of our soli- 
darity with the Iraqi people, 
we would like to see its pris- 
oners of war released. Simi- 
larly, we would like to see 
all Arab prisoners of war 
return home. As long as 
there is a single Arab prison- 
er of war or a missing sol- 
dier who has not returned 
home in Kuwait or any other 
Arab or Islamic state, our 
duty dictates that we should 
exert honest, sincere and 
transparent efforts in order 
to put an end to this tragic 
situation." the Regent said 


Israeli parties agree to 
May 1 7 election date 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
major parties set May 17 as 
an election date on Monday, a 
sign that a threat by Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat to 
declare statehood before then 
has receded and will not 
influence the campaign. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu had wanted to ser 
die elections for before May 4 
— .Arafat's deadline — in 
order to maximise the threat 
of Palestinian statehood in his 
hard-line campaign. 

"We agreed on the 1 7th of 
May.” said Meir Shetreet, a 
senior government legislator, 
after a day of negotiations 
with the opposition Labour 
party. *'lt must pass the law 
committee and the Knesset 
next week, but there is wide 
support, so there's no reason 
why it shouldn’t.” 

Netanyahu has recently 
emphasised the threat of 
Palestinian independence — 
May 4 is the five-year dead- 
line fur u final peace agree- 


ment, under the Oslo accords 
— countering with a threat to 
annex parts of the West Bank. 

'Arafat knows if he 
declares a Palestinian state 
unilaterally, it means can- 
celling Oslo.” Netanyahu 
threatened Sunday, opening 
the elections campaign, 
Netanyahu sees statehood" as 
posing a security threat to 
Israel. 

But Arafat, fearful of help- 
ing hard-liner Netanyahu to 
power, indicated Monday he 
was backing down from his 
intention to declare statehood 
on May 4. The Palestinians 
have accused Netanyahu of 
using such emotive issues to 
get out of his peace commit- 
ments. 

A Palestinian negotiator 
suggested earlier in the dav 
that Arafat would not oq 
through with the declaration 
if it would help Netanyahu 
get re-elected. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Rebels massacred 16 
villagers — government 


ALGIERS (,R) — Islamist 
rebels cut the throats of 16 vil- 
lagers, including eight chil- 
dren. in the worst massacre in 
Algeria since the start of the 
Muslim Holy Month of 
Ramadan, government securi- 
ty forces said on Monday. 

Four villagers were also 
wounded in die Sunday night 
attack at Zmala hamlet in Ain 
Della province, 130 kilome- 
tres southwest of Algiers, the 
security forces said in a state- 
ment 

They said the initial death 
toll rose to 16 after one of the 
people wounded in the attack 
died of his injuries. 

“Security forces launched an 
intensive manhunt to track 
down the perpetrators of this 
criminal action." said the state- 
ment carried by the official 
APS news agency. 

The statement gave no fur- 
ther details on the attack. The 
mountainous Ain Defla 
province has recently wit- 


nessed several clashes 
between govenmmt troops 
and Muslim rebels in which 
scores have been killed from 
both sides. 

Liberte newspaper earlier 
repotted that the massacre 
occurred at Ain Nsour village. 

It said the rebels, in an 
apparent attempt to divert the 
attention of security forces 
from the village raid, shelled 
the nearby town of Kbemis 
Meliana in Ain Defla 
province, wounding more than 
26 people. 

Army helicopter gunships 
took off to attack rebel hide- 
outs on Maamoura mountain 
overlooking Kbemis Meliana 
from where the guerrillas 
shelled the town while their 
fellow fighters were nnadring 
the village. Liberte said. 

“At least 10 shells hit sever- 
al districts of Kbemis 
Meliana." Liberte said. It did 
nett report any casualties 
among the rebels from the 


helicopter bombardment. 

The massacre was the 
biggest number of killings in a 
single attack since the begin- 
ning of the Muslim fasting 
month 10 days ago. Blood- 
shed usually surges in Algeria 
in the run-up to and during 
Ramadan which Muslim 
rebels consider an auspicious 
period to step up their attacks. 

More than 1.200 people, 
mostly villagers in remote 
areas, were killed in a series of 
massacres during last 
Ramadan. 

Khemis Miliaria is a hotbed 
of violence in southwestern 
Algeria. At least 14 people 
were killed and 24 wounded in 
a bomb explosion near a mar- 
ket in the town three weeks 
ago. Liberte also reported that 
a bomb explosion killed two 
members of the government 
forces in Kadnia region in 
Bouira province. 90 kilome- 
tres east of Algiers, on Satur- 
day. 


Cyprus missile issue 
to be decided Tuesday 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus 
will decide on Tuesday 
whether to go ahead with a 
controversial deployment of 
Russian missiles which 
Turkey has threatened to 
destroy if they are brought to 
the divided Mediterranean 
island. 

With the Russian manufac- 
turers impatient to ship the S- 
300 missiles before a year-end 
deadline. President Glafcos 
derides left for Athens on 
Monday and will see Greek 
Prime Minister Costas Simitis 
on Tuesday morning. 

It will be their second meet- 
ing on the much-debated mis- 
sile deal in as many months. A 
meeting of Cypriot party lead- 
ers last week showed they 
were split down die middle on 
the merits of bringing the 
defensive anti-aircraft missiles 


to Cyprus. 

derides has two options: He 
could send the $500 million 
system to the Greek island of 
Crete for storage. That would 
place Turkey well out of the 
missiles' 150-kilometre range 
— a key objection voiced by 
Ankara when the order was 
placed in early 1997. But 
derides would suffer the 
humiliation at home of reneg- 
ing on a pledge that many say 
got his government elected 10 
months ago. 

Or he could deploy the mis- 
siles in Cyprus and risk height- 
ening tensions with Turkey 
and derailing the island’s 
hopes of European Union 
membership. 

derides will return to 
Cyprus later on Tuesday and 
go to an emergency session of 
the National Council, an all- 


party consultative body on the 
Cyprus problem. Government 
officials said a final decision 
would be announced immedi- 
ately afterwards. 

The council convenes at 5 
pan. (1500 GMT). 

*T do not plan to make any 
statements before visiting 
Athens nor will 1 say anything 
after my visit and before the 
session of the National Coun- 
cil" derides told journalists 
before leaving on Monday 
afternoon. 

"If it is a unanimous decision 
it will be respected." said 
derides, referring to the 
National Council. “If not, the 
responsibility of taking a final 
decision rests with the presi- 
dent" 

One party leader told 
Reuters: “The National Coun- 
cil is split over the issue but I 



With his face bleeding after skirmishes with Israeli soldiers, Hussain Abu Yakoub holds his two children as he and 
his wife leave their home in the West Bank village of Kufr Haris following it's demolition by Israeli soldiers Mon- 
day (AP photo) (see story page 1) 


Tehran mayor allowed to 
appeal sentence again 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Tehran 
mayor Gholam-Hussein Kar- 
boschl whose five-year jail 
sentence on embezzlement 
charges was reduced to two 
years last week, has been 
allowed to appeal again, the 
judiciary said Monday. 

The attorney general’s office, 
quoted by the official £RNA 
news agency, said the appeal 
decision was made after Kar- 
baschi’s lawyer, Bahman 
Kesha vare, protested. 

In addition to reducing Kar- 
baschi's prison sentence 
Thursday, the supreme court 
also cut his suspension from 
public service ftom 20 to 10 
years and dropped his punish- 
ment of 60 lashes which a 
judge ordered in July. 

But Karbaschi’s lawyer 
protested that the reduced sen- 
tence was “unacceptable," 
insisting that the suspended 
mayor »s innocent 


The decision to allow Kar- 
basehi, a moderate reformer 
close to President Mohammad 
Khatami to appeal again will 
at least temporarily, keep him 
out of jail 

The mayor, 44, was also 
fined $330,000 for “two cases 
of embezzlement and mishan- 
dling public funds," and 
ordered to return $200,000 to 
the public coffers. 

Karbaschi’s arrest, followed 
by his July conviction, pro- 
voked political unrest, prompt- 
ing Iran's supreme leader; Aya- 
tollah Ali Khamenei to order 
his release after 11 days. 

Iranian moderates feared that 
the jail sentence passed by tire 
high court would bring his 
political career to an end and 
hurt the reformist camp ahead 
of February municipal elec- 
tions, when Karbasehi had 
been expected to stand again 
for mayor of Tehran. 


Jordan denies 
granting citizenship 
to Suharto’s son-in-law 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Jordan 
has denied granting citizenship 
to a son-in-law of former pres- 
ident Suharto who was dis- 
missed from the armed forces 
after being implicated in the 
kidnapping and torture of 
political activists in tire last 
months of Suharto’s rale. 

A statement by Jordanian 
ambassador Luay Khashman 
carried fay newspapers here 
Monday said there was “no 
document in [Jordan’s] min- 
istries dial showed that 
Prabowo was ever a recipient 
of Jordaman.citizenship. M 

Prabowo, who has left the 
country, sent an open letter to 
newspapers from Amman last 
week, denying that be had 
accepted an offer of honorary 
Jordanian citizenship from 
King Hussein. 


“I am grateful but I can’t 
accept it because Indonesia 
does not allow dual citizen- 
ship," Prabowo said. 

The foreign ministry bad 
said it was ordering a probe 
into the citizenship offer 
reports. 

On Wednesday last week the 
military trial opened of 11 
members of the Kopassus spe- 
cial forces including seven 
junior officers, charged with 
involvement in the kidnapping 
and torture case. 

The prosecutor argued that 
the defendants had acted on . 
their own initiative in die 
abductions, obeying “calls of 
conscience" to safeguard die 
national interest — an argu- 
ment which raised howls of 
protest from human rights 
groups here. 


Turkish request that Italy detain Ocalan thrown out 


ROME (R) — Rome’s 
Appeal Court on Monday 
threw out a petition by 
lawyers acting for Turkey 
asking Italy to put Kurdish 
rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan under preventive 
detention. 

Court president Tommaso 
Figiiuzzi declared the 
request inadmissible, saying 
it could only be granted at 
the behest of Italy’s Justice 
Minister, Oliviero Diliberro, 
who has already recom- 
mended the guerrilla leader 
remain free. 

The court also said the 
request to detain Ocalan, 
arrested in Rome on a Ger- 
man warrant on Nov. 12 but 


freed this month by a Rome 
appeals court, itself lacked 
legal foundation. 

The petition, by lawyer 
Augusto Sinagra acting for 
the Turkish government, 
had sought the guerrilla 
leader's detention as a guar- 
antee should a case for 
extradition arise. Sinagra 
had appealed the Rome 
court ruling to free him. 

Ocalan, leader of the out- 
lawed Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) fighting for an 
independent Kurdish state in 
southeast Turkey, is living in 
a villa near Rome under 
police surveillance. 

Turkey wants to try 
Ocalan for treason, but Italy 


has refused to extradite him 
as the Italian constitution 
forbids extradition if a sus- 
pect could face the death 
penalty. 

Prime Minister Massimo 
D’Alema said last Wednes- 
day that Ocalan was likely 
to leave Italy of his own free 
will, but “he himself must 
express this wish”. Italian 
media have quoted an 
Ocalan spokesman as saying 
the rebel leader was set to go 
soon. 

A spokeswoman for the 
PKK said last week Ocalan 
wanted to stay in Rome and 
await the results of an appli- 
cation for political asylum 
he lodged on arriving in 


Italy. 

fiin interior ministry com- 
mission is due to rule on the 
request later this month. 

Turkey holds Ocalan 
responsible for the deaths of 
more than 29.000 people in 
the 14-year battle for self- 
rule. Italy's refusal to extra- 
dite the PKK leader set off a 
diplomatic row between 
Rome and Ankara which 
was rekindled when Rome's 
Court of Appeal set him 
free. 

D'Alema said last week it 
was not feasible to expel 
Ocalan because he could 
appeal the decision and 
would probably win. 


Erez starts talks to 
form government 


ANKARA ( AP) — Starting 
witb the head of an Islamic 
party. Turkey’s latest pre- 
mier-designate began talks 
Monday with party leaders 
to seek support for a new 
coalition government 

Yalim Erez, an indepen- 
dent lawmaker appointed 
last week, is trying to form a 
broad-based coalition that 
would include cabinet mem- 
bers from several parties to 
run the country until elec- 
tions set for April. 

“I am looking for a govern- 
ment that has the widest sup- 


port possible. This does not 
depend on me alone," Erez 
said after a meeting with 
Islamic Virtue Party leader 
Recai Kutan. “I am looking 
for a grand compromise." 

Kutan agreed that a con- 
sensus was needed within 
parliament but did not say if 
his party would support 
Erez. 

“We will make our deci- 
sion after a second-round 
meeting with Erez," Kutan 
told reporters. 

Turkey has been trying to 
form a new government 


since a coalition government 
led by Mesut Yilmaz col- 
lapsed last month over alle- 
gations that the acting pre- 
mier rigged the sale of a 
bank. 

News reports have sug- 
gested that Virtue, the largest 
bloc in parliament, would 
only support Erez if the num- 
ber of pro-Islamic ministers 
he appoints is proportionate 
to the number of seats the 
party holds in parliament. 

Erez denied that the two 
had discussed ministerial 
posts. 


Iraq 

keeps 

trade 

guessing 

over 

French 

tender 


PARIS (R) — Grain traders 
on Monday remained m the 
dark about the outcome of 
Iraq’s Dec. 24 tender for 
50,000 tonnes of French 
wheat for February /March 
shipment 

Four days after submitting 
bids, exporters speculated 
whether heated tensions in 
the aftermath of U.S. and 
British air strikes could 
prompt Iraq to increase its 
order for French wheat as 
much as threefold or scrap 
the tender altogether: 

“They could easily keep us 
guessing until the very last 
moment" said a trader in 
Paris. 

Dropping the tender would 
be a chance to snub France 
for what Iraqi newspapers 
have called its ambiguous 
stance on the air raids. 

Traders say increasing the 
tender; though, would 
strengthen any intended 
political signal to the United 
States and Australia in 
bypassing their wheat 
Excluding Australia has been 
perceived by some traders as 
a possible snub to Australian 
Richard Butler, die chief 
U.N. arms inspector 

Escalating frictions, with 
Iraq vowing to fire at any 
United Stales or British air- 
craft over its territory, meant 
Iraq could well wait until the 
Dec. 3 1 deadline to announce 
the result, exporters said. 

“They’ll take another three 
or four days yet,” said one. 

“We’ve beard nothing of 
the result yet,” said an indus- 
try source in Geneva. “Hope- 
fully we’ll bear something 
tomorrow." 

But heightened tensions, 
and Baghdad’s terse reaction 
to France's careful stance on 
the U.S. -British raids, meant 
there was a risk the result 
could be put off, he added. 

Paris has been careful not 
to openly criticise the bomb- 
ings but blamed them on 
inadequate Iraqi cooperation 
with United Nations arms 
inspectors, sparking anger 
from Baghdad over what it 
called France’s opportunism 
and causing exporters to fear 
their bids to supply French 
wheat could be cast aside. 

But traders said on Mon- 
day that France, the only per- 
manent U.N. Security Coun- 
cil member to neither join 
nor condemn the attacks, was 
still the best placed supplier 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Children's French programme 

15 JO ...Cautui- Bananas in Pyjamas 

16:00 Doc - Life Choices 

16 JO Ch. 2 links with Ch. 1 

17:10 -Los Yeux (THelene 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

19:00 — Le Journal 

19:15 ....... Words of Wisdom 

19-JO News headlines 

19:35 .....Comedy- Step by Step 
20:00 Journey Across the World 
of Islam 

2tfc30 ..Drama - Our Mutual Friend 
21:05 Doc. — You and Your Car 

21 JO — UN Cut 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO —Lonesome Dove 

23:10 Feature film — “The Ruth 
Riaidcir 

00-J0 JZndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:08 Jnyr 

06:30 mi ..JSunrise) Duha 

11:38 Dhuhr 

14:22 _‘Asr 

16:45 Maghreb 

1 5:07 1‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Marv of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh,TeL 5920740 
Asscmltttes of God Church TeL 
4*32785 

St, Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND 


Terra Sanda Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afran Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771 751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Ev angelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 58 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
46461 38 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
Geh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 46)4190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 


ment of Meteorology 
Skies win be cloudy to partly 
cloudy with a chance of rainfall in 
the nonhem and central pans of 
the Kingdom and winds south- 
easterly to southwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, it will be moder- 
ate, winds northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley — 


05/11 

11/21 

03/14 

10/20 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman II. Aqaba 21 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 52 percent, 
Aqaba 43 percent. 

Following are fee temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajtoun — 

,_U3/U7 

07/ 1 4 


.06/13 


04/1 1 


03/12 

Ded Sea ... 

10/21 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dn Abbas AlHakhn 4885446 


Dn Arafat Ashhflb .5602507 

Dr. Ayman Muhtaseb 4S75748 

Dn JamalJbarah. 5347351 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Ai Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBED: 

Dr. team Al Safih. (02)246858 

Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa'd...l09)989000 
Palestine Phannacy..(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre_.....4637 1 1 1 
GvQ Ltefence Deportment 5661 1 1 [ 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency...... 199 

Rescue Police- 192, 462 1111, 4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Dept—..4630321 

Hotel Complaints. .5605800 

Price Complaints. .5661 176 

Water & Sewxige Complaints 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

47871 1) 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — 1 21 

Overseas CalLs — _0!32 


Centra] Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs.. 5661101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 11 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Wuer Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 5S156I5 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight Information.. .44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Hean and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre. J5856856 

Luzmila — , .. 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4643441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity — 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani — 45607071 
Shmeisani Hospital .560743 1 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 

University Hospital — ..5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital .5667227/9 

AI-AhlL Abdali 5661 164/6 

linEan. Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashic .4775111/26 

Army, Marka .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

Al Amal Conor Centre -5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 409)983323 


. . . <-.■! i i. -TOTS 

Zaiqa National HospitaL (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al HUcma Modem Hospital 
109)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

402)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

J02T7J01372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess HayaHo^xtai {03)2010111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJi information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied an 
phone 44 ( 52700 i Information on ■ 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4S7520I-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 



07 JO Damascus (RJ) 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

09i30 Tehran fltfj 

10:06 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10: 15* Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17 JO — London, Frankfurt (RJ) 
1730 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

01:59 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

1230 Aden(IY) 

14:35 Istanbul OTO 

IffcOO Dubai Damascus (EX) 

18.-40 .Beirut (ME) 

18:45 Krev(6U) 

19H)5 Paris (AF) 

20-25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20--40 Cano (MS) 

22£5 -London, Damascus (BA) 

23J5 — Amsterdam 01) 

23^5 — — Ll.amacatCY) 

00^5 Bucharest (RO) 

02.-00 Rome(AZ) 


Royal Whigs (KW) Flights 
0930 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
IRW) 

li;10~Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

16riW^Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Airport) (KW) 

18:45 Td Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

22^0 Aqaba (arriving at Marka . 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
0&25 -A m smi am . New York (RJ) 

11:05 Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:15 Berim, Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 — Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:10 — Paris (RJ) 

12:15 .-—-London (RJ) 

1230 Cairo (RJ) 

19:35 ..Beixiit(RD 

2030 Jeddah (RJ) 

20*45 Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 — Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
2L00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:10 Frankfort (LH) 

13 JO Aden (IY) 

15:35 Jtetanbul(TIQ 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

1*40 Kiev(6U) 

20rf» Beirut (ME) 

21:10 TdAviv(LY) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

00L35 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

03 K)0 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
QTriW Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port)(RW) 

08:30._Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) - 

1630 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air-' 
portXKWi 

2030 -Aqaba (from QAIA) ORW) . 
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Government to look ||~ News 
into complaints of 

unfair competition 


in 

Brief 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government will look into 
oteasures- to protect food 
industries from severe com' 
petition they are facing 
from Turkish, Saudi and 
Southeast Asian goods, a 
Trade Ministry official said 
on Monday. 

•‘We are seriously looking 
into complaints and 
demands, made by the 
Zaiqa Chamber of Indus- 
try," be told the Jordan 
TimeS- "We have to strike a 
balance - between their 
demands and our commit- 
ment to economic liberali- 
sation and to free market 
policies.” 

Industrialists. mainly 
manufacturers of food and 
biscuits sent a letter of 
protest to the Trade Min- 
istry this week asking the 
government to activate laws 
to protect national indus- 
tries against “unfair compe- 
tition” from Turkish firms 
scBmg goods at below cost 
prices to compete with sim- 
ilar Jordanian goods. 

Biscuit manufacturers, 
citing a study they pre- 


pared, said the retail price 
of a certain type of popular 
Turkish biscuits stood at 
JD 1,850 while the actual 
cosi of flour per pack 
reached JD 1,975. 

"We are for fair competi- 
tion. But this problem is 
either resulting from prod- 
uct dumping practised by 
some countries or from 
smuggling of goods from 
neighbouring countries” 
they said in their letter. 

In a country of 4.2 million 
people who consume 

600.000 tonnes of biscuits a 
year, local industrialists say 
the economy could lose up 
to JDJ.l million from such 
“unfair competition.” 

“This issue is affecting 
the biscuit industry today, 
and if left unchecked, it will 
encourage others to follow 
the same path with other 
industrial sectors” they 
added. 

“We urge the government 
to reactivate laws protect- 
ing national production to 
safeguard our industrial 
sector and economy, espe- 
cially that local factories 


cannot compete with simi- 
lar foreign imported goods 
at such low prices,” they 
said. "Even advanced coun- 
tries often resort to protect- 
ing their industries.” 

Meanwhile, Jordanian 
weavers wrote to the gov- 
ernment last week to com- 
plain about the competition 
they are facing from Syrian 
and Asian products. 

The General Association 
of Owners of Weaving 
Industries urged the gov- 
ernment to rectify these 
trade imbalances. 

The association told the 
Trade Ministry that Syrian 
products posed major com- 
petition to the Kingdom’s 

1,000 weaving industries, 
which have a total capital of 
over JD100 mill ion and 
employ 30,000 workers. 

It complained of rampant 
smuggling of goods and 
clothing from Damascus 
and the importation of 
cheap Southeast Asian 
goods, which hurt their 
businessess. 



Population growth 
exceeds resources 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — Jordan’s high 
population growth of 3.4 
per cent a year is exceeding 
the country’s present and 
future socio-economic 
resources’ and is hindering 
sustainable development. 
Minister of Labour 
Mohammad Mahdi Fartian 
said on Monday. 

He said this “disequilibri- 
um between national 
resources and needed social 
services to meet the com- 
munity's growing 

demands” had to be 
addressed through the 
National Population Strate- 
gy (NPS) formulated in 
1995. 

Farhan, chairman of the 
National Population Com- 
mission (NPC), said chat 
“harmonising” rapid popu- 
lation growth with the 
requirements of sustainable 
development, have become 
national and global objec- 
tives. - 

“There is an interrelated 
relationship between popu- 
lation issues and sustain- 
able development ...simply, 
high population growth 
rates hinder sustainable 
development,” he told a 
two-day workshop entitled 
“Updating the Status and 
Gcals of the National Popu- 
lation Strategy'” Over 50 
governmental and non-gov- 
smmental organisations 
participated in the work- 
shop. 

He said population strate- 
gies had to be in harmony 
Nitb the objectives of 
socio-economic develop- 


ment based on sound scien- 
tific mechanisms. 

Jordan’s 4.2 million pop- 
ulation has increased eight 
times since 1952, and is 
expected to reach 7.1 mil- 
lion by the year 2010. 

However, some local and 
foreign population experts 
consider the Kingdom to be 
a pioneer in the field of 
developing a NPS. The 
four-year-old NPS, was 
implemented in 1996 by all 
public sector ministries and 
institutions following a 
decree issued by the prime 
ministry. 

The Cabinet designated 
the NPC’s General Secre- 
tariat as the main reference 
and coordinating point for 
all population programmes 
in the Kingdom. 

“Our strategy was based 
on the 1989 census. So we 
need to update it and to 
base it on recent NPC sur- 
veys and the latest census” 
said NPC Secretary -Gener- 
al Nabeeh Salameh. 

He said the aim of the 
meeting is to update a draft 
proposal for the NPS based 
on the recommendations of 
national, regional and 
international conferences 
including the International 
Conference on Population 
and Development (ICPDj 
— a meeting attended by 
Jordan and ISO other coun- 
tries in Cairo five years ago. 

The conference placed 
population concerns at the 
heart of sustainable devel- 
opment and called for the 
promotion of updated, 

dynamic, and effective 

NPSs. 


It also demanded the inte- 
gration of population issues 
in multi-sectoral national 
development planning as an 
integral part of the overall 
development process. 

“The United Nations Pop- 
ulation Fund (UNFPA) has 
supported the NPS from 
the very beginning and will 
continue its support,” said 
Ugur Tuncer UNFPA repre- 
sentative in Jordan. 

Under its current country 
programme, the UNFPA 
signed a project with the 
General Secretariat of the 
NPC to provide it with 
technical support. 

“The workshop falls 
under this component of the 
project and aims at increas- 
ing political commitment, 
technical capacity of imple- 
mentation, monitoring, and 
updating the NPS.” Tuncer 
said. 

According to Jordan’s 
Annual Fertility Survey for 
1998, the country's fertility 
rate has dropped to 3.9 
child per woman from 4.3 
last year. However, Dr. Isa 
Masarweh from University 
of Jordan, remains pes- 
simistic saying the NPS 
came too late. 

“Whatever the level of 
fertility in the future, those 
bom before the NPS are 
about to enter the labour 
market and so on..." he 
said. “Due to the high fertil- 
ity rate we had in the past 
we have a population 
momentum growing at a 
rapid pace.” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 


Search for murder suspects under way 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Police are searching for 
^spect(s) in connection 
with stabbing to death of 
P Egyptian national in 
Jaoal Marrikh Monday, 
at £orijing to official 
jounces. The victim. 
Mpnir Saber, 22, was 
round dead in his room 


in the Jabal Marrikh 
area, the sources said. 
Coroners said the sus- 
pect received several 
stab wounds on different 
parts of his body. The 
sources told the Jordan 
Times Monday that theft 
could be a motive behind 
the killing. “The authori- 


ties are searching tor the 
victim's friends, but have 
not made any arrests 
yet,” the source said. 
Head of the National 
Institute for Forensic 
Medicine, Mu'min Hadi- 
di is expected to perform 
an autopsy today, the 
source added. 
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* Exhibition of ceramics, 
sculpture, and abstract 
(plastic) art by Jordanian, 
Iraqi, Syrian, Lebanese, 

and Sudanese artists at 
-Hammourabi Ait Gdtay. 

Gardens Street (Tel- 
5536098), until Jan. 

* Exhibition of Nabataean 
silver jewelry at the Jordan 
Design and Trade Cenrc, 
off Wadi Saqra Street, until 


Jan. 15 (Tel. 5699141/2). 
*”The Warm Winter” — 
works by several artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery. Um 
Uthaina (Tel. 5526932). 
until Feb. 1. 

* The Tenth Anniversary 
Exhibition of Contempo- 
rary Arab Artists at Darat 
A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh 
(TeL 4643251/2, until Jan. 
28. 


Lawzi, Tarif i 
meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Nasser 
Lawzi Monday held talks 
with Minister of Civil 
Affairs at the Palestinian 
National Authority Jamil 
Tarifi on scopes of coop- 
eration and coordination 
in the economic, trade, 
construction and trans- 
port fields. The two sides 
discussed trade relations 
between both countries 
and means of implement- 
ing provisions of the 
transport agreements 
between the them. Lawzi 
informed the Palestinian 
minister about the min- 
utes of meeting to be 
signed in July 1999, in 
accordance with provi- 
sions of the agreements 
concluded between both 
sides. Lawzi praised the 
existing Jordanian Pales- 
tinian cooperation, say- 
ing that it reflects the 
noble goals and common 
hopes and aspirations of 
both peoples. Lawzi 
pledged his ministry’s 
support for the Palestini- 
ans to help them imple- 
ment their construction 
and transport projects. 

Jordan fair in 

Baghdad 

extended 

BAG HD AD (Petra ) — 
The Jordan Exports 
Development and Com- 
mercial Centres Corpora- 
tion Monday decided to 
extend the duration of the 
Second Jordanian Indus- 
tries Exhibition until the 
end of this momh. The 
exhibit was opened 1J 
days ago and scheduled 
to conclude last Saturday. 

Amman-Karachi 
flights increased 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan and Pakistan have 
agreed to increase flights 
between Amman and 
Karachi from one to two 
trips a week. Civil Avia- 
tion Authority Director 
General Jaser Zeyad 
announced Monday. 
Jaser returned here from 
Pakistan yesterday after 
an official visit to discuss 
bilateral cooperation. 

Refinery 
denies reports 
of price hikes 

AMMAN! Petra) — The 
Jordan Petroleum Refin- 
ery Company Monday 
denied news reports (hat 
it was planning io raise 
the prices of gas cylin- 
ders. Company General 
Manager Abdul Wahab 
Zou'bi dismissed as base- 
less news reports about a 
possible increase in price 
of gas cylinders. Zou’bi 
said the short supply of 
! gas in the Kingdom was a 
| result of the temporary 
suspension of the irnpor- 
, tation of gas from Iraq 
because of the U.S.-led 
attack on Baghdad. He 
said Jordan imports 300 
tonnes of gas a day from 
Iraq. He also dismissed 
reports of shortages in 
cylinders, saying that a 
total of 70,000 gas cylin- 
ders were filled yesterday 
and sold to dealers. He 
said that the JPRC floated 
a lender on Dec. 8 for 

40,000 tonnes of lique- 
fied gas. He said the first 
ship carrying gas has 
been unloaded at Aqaba. 

Qadi inspects 

passports 

department 

AMMAN (Petra) — Inte- 
rior Minister Navef Qadi 
Monday inspected the 
Civil Status and Pass- 
ports Department and 
held talks with its Direc- 
tor General Awni Yerfas 
on several related issues. 


Prince Hassan meets 
Algerian assembly speaker 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Monday stressed the need 
to adopt a balanced and 
rational position in dealing 
with (he situation in Iraq. 
During a meeting with 
Speaker of the Algerian 
National People’s Assem- 
bly Abdul Qader Ben 
Salah, Prince Hassan 
underlined the need for 
practical and objective 
steps to end the suffering 
of the Iraqi people. 

The Algerian official 
praised Jordan's wise poli- 
cies and balanced posi- 
tions in dealing with the 
Iraqi crisis, and lauded the 
Kingdom's efforts to end 
the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

Ben Salah corveyed 
Algerian President 

Liamine Zeroual’s best 
wishes to His Majesty 
King Hussein and to 
Prince Hassan, and his 
congratulations on the 
King's recovery. 

He expressed satisfac- 
tion with the level of Jor- 
danian-Algerian relations, 
voicing the Assembly’s 
interest in further develop- 
ing bilateral cooperation, 
particularly in the eco- 
nomic field. 

Ben Salah also held talks 
with Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Senate 
President Zeid Rifai on 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and Speaker of the 
Algerian National People's Assembly Abdul Qader Ben Salah Monday discuss 
bilateral issues, the Iraqi crisis and the need to adopt a balanced and rational 
position in dealing with it ( Petra photo) 


bilateral cooperation 
between the two coun- 
tries’ legislative bodies 
and the results of the 
emergency one -day Arab 
Parliamentary Union 
meeting, which was held 
in Amman Sunday. 

Arab parliamentarians 
strongly condemned the 
four-day U.S.-U.K. air 
strikes on Iraq and called 


on their governments to 
help lift the U.N. sanc- 
tions. imposed on the 
country’ after its invasion 
of Kuwait 1990. 

Delegates from 16 mem- 
bers of the APU demanded 
that the U.N. Security 
Council should ensure that 
such military actions will 
not happen again. 

They also decided to 


send an Arab preliminary 
delegation to Iraq to 
“declare support for the 
country and assess the 
impact of the allied 
aggression.” 

The Regent opened the 
meeting, w hich focused on 
the human dimension of 
the Iraqi crisis and its 
affect on the region's sta- 
bility. 


Rise in child labour blamed 
on falling living standards 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A recent seminar 
on child labour in Jordan has blamed 
the rising phenomenon on poverty, 
unemployment, and diminishing 
social and economic returns from 
education. 

Sociologists, educators and psy- 
chologists attending this week’s 
seminar, said that in most cases, chil- 
dren were forced to take low-paid 
and hazardous jobs to support 
impoverished families. 

Participants said that lack of ade- 
quate legislation to protect children 
from child labour was another factor 
contributing to the phenomenon, still 
officially not considered a major 
problem in Jordan, home to 4.2 mil- 
lion people. 

The Labour Law of 1996 prohibits 
any one under 16 years of age from 
engaging in formal employment but 
it does not provide any protection for 
children working in family enterpris- 
es, farms and domestic labour. 

The law does not cover female 
child workers and children working 
in informal sector enterprises. 

Experts said that most child 
labourers worked as street vendors, 
domestic helpers, factory workers 
and collectors of glass and alumini- 
um cans for recycling from garbage 
bins outside restaurants and affluent 
homes. 

Participants said child labourers 
were often victims of tragic car acci- 
dents, rape and abductions or faced 


physical and psychological abuse 
from employers and older workers 
who feel threatened by them. 

Tbe children also acquired bad 
habits, including smoking, sniffing 
glue, taking drugs, stealing and 
engaging in fraudulent activities, 
they added. 

Participants said child labour gen- 
erally led to more school dropouts 
and helped promote juvenile delin- 
quencies and other psychological 
problems such as low self-esteem, 
alienation from other children, apa- 
thy and fatigue. 

they asked the government to help 
find solutions to the problem by pro- 
viding minimum income to families 
living in abject and absolute poverty* 
and those who lost their main bread 
winners. In case such families do not 
spend this aid on their children the 
state should withdraw the funds, the 
lawyers recommended. 

They also asked the government to 
make secondary education free of 
charge and mandatory for all Jorda- 
nians and to introduce changes to 
laws to prevent child labour. 

The seminar was organised by 
Mizan, a local group of lawyers 
seeking to advance human rights in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Social Development and the Nation- 
al Task Force for Children (NTFCi 
which completed a detailed study on 
child labour in Jordan in June. 

The studv. which covered 377 chil- 


dren, revealed that child labour was 
rampant among children living in 
“poverty pockets" and refugee 
camps in the cities of Amman. Zarqa 
and Jerash.” 

It showed that three-fourths of 
these children attended schools 
while the rest were dropouts and 
found out that 40 per cent of these 
children were below 13. Most came 
from families with 1 1 or more mem- 
bers with an average income of less 
that JD 100 a month. 

The study found that some children 
were forced to work 12 hours a day 
per week in industrial areas and in 
some camps, earning an average of 
less than JD30 a momh. 

The NTFC. chaired by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, has a mandate to for- 
mulate action programmes to safe- 
guard the rights of children. 

Established in 1995, it acts as a 
coordinating agency to monitor the 
condition and status of children in 
accordance with the Arab and 
International Conventions on the 
Rights of the Child and the National 
Plan of Action for Children. 

Hie series of economic setbacks 
which Jordan faced after the end of 
the 1 990-9 J Gulf crisis resulted in 
lower living standards and higher 
rates of poverty, unemployment and 
inflation. 


Tobacco 
back tax 


firm pays JD300,000 in 
;s; investigation continues 


Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The finan- 
cially-troubled Jordan 
Tobacco and Cigarettes 
Company has paid 
JD300.000 in back taxes 
to the government, 
Mefleh Akel, the newly- 
appointed general man- 
ager of the debt-ridden 
firm, said Monday. 

“The company paid a 
part of its debts to the 
government which have 
been accumulated over 
the past months.” he 
said. 

Akel said the new* man- 
agement is considering 
several plans that could 
pave the way for the 
company's recovery and 
allow it to regain its 
place in the market. 

“The management is 
currently negotiating 
with Iraqi businessmen 
to broker a deal that 
could enable our compa- 
ny to export different 
types to cigarettes to 
Baghdad.” Akel told the 


Jordan Times. 

The deal is expected to 
be finalised within one 
week, added Akel. 

The company’s former 
Chairman and General 
Manager Ali Sa'd, who 
was arrested earlier this 
month along with 1 3 
other employees in con- 
nection with an alleged 
JD15 million embezzle- 
ment. has been refused 
bail and remains in hos- 
pital after he was trans- 
ferred From Jweideh 
prison. 

It was not yet clear 
when the investigation 
would be finalised and 
when the case will be 
referred to court. 

Sa'd's lawyer, Saleh 
Jeirudi, said" that no 
charges have been 
brought against his 
client, who is one of the 
biggest shareholders in 
the company. 

The Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade in Septem- 
ber dissolved the compa- 
ny’s board of directors 


and appointed u new 
management comprised 
of representatives from 
the private the public 
sectors. The ministry 
appointed Akel from the 
Arab Bank as director 
general of the company, 
and the board members 
from the tobacco firm's 
main creditors as well as 
the government. 

The trade ministry's 
decision came after the 
Arab Bank, the compa- 
ny’s major creditor, filed 
a lawsuit against the 
financially-troubled firm 
after defaulting on a 
JD5.5 million payment. 

According to the com- 
pany’s records, the 67- 
year-old firm owes local 
banks around JD22 mil- 
lion. 

Su’d is still recovering 
at the army-run heart 
centre of the Royal Med- 
ical Services. Jeirudi 
said. 

Jweideh jail officials 
rushed Sa’d to the state 
run A! Bashir Hospital 


earlier last week after 
complaining of heart 
problems. Sa’d was later 
moved to the Royal Med- 
ical Services "for better 
observation.” Jeirudi 
said. 

One nurse supervising 
him said earlier last 
week that Sa’d was in 
stable condition and that 
he was expected to leave 
the hospital within three 
days after completing the 
required rests. 

The tobacco company 
had enjoyed a monopoly 
for around 60 years 
under a concession 
agreement with the gov- 
ernment. The govern- 
ment’s decision in 1996 
to award licence to two 
other tobacco companies 
to operate under foreign 
licence was the begin- 
ning of the oldest tobac- 
co company's financial 
crisis after failing to 
adapt with the new mar- 
ket demands. 
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China dissident in 
bold prison protest 


BEIJING (R)~- In a defiant 
statement scrawled from 
prison in his own shackled 
hand, a founder of China's 
banned opposition party 
Monday threw down a new 
challenge to the Communist 
Party. 

Xu Wenli, jailed for 13 
years last Monday on 
charges of subversion, said 
in the statement that the rul- 
ing party’s iron grip on 
power was doomed. 

He also dismissed his trial 
as political persecution and 
said he would not appeal. 

Political pluralism was 
‘■historically inevitable". Xu 
said in the statement, writ- 
ten as he met his lawyer. 
“No individual or political 
power can prevent this." 

The statement, for presen- 
tation to the appeals court, 
was carried out of Xu’s 
Beijing detention centre by 
the lawyer and handed to 
his wife. He Xintong. A 
copy was made available to 
Reuters. 

After his signature and the 
date, Xu wrote: “Penned in 
handcuffs". His wife said he 
jotted down the message in 
front of his lawyer while 
guards stood nearby. 

Xu. 55. was one of three 
founding members of the 
nascent Chinese 

Democratic Party handed 
heavy jail terms last week 
after summary trials. Qin 
Yongmin was jailed for 12 
years and Wang Youcai for 
1 1 years. 

"Mv so-called open trial 


was in truth nothing more 
than a means for political 
persecution. So I shall not 
give a fleeting thought to 
this ’judicial "process', or 
answer any questions put to 
me by the prosecutor or 
courts.” the statement said. 

“Second, I shall not act in 
my own defence. Third. I 
will not appeal. This is a 
silent protest over my polit- 
ical persecution.” it said. 

Xu said the party had 
taken its place on the 
Chinese political stage in an 
“open and rational manner". 

“Our original hope was to 
abandon mutual suspicion 
with the Communist Party, 
open up to each other and 
interact positively." the 
statement said. 

“Who would have thought 
that a small number of 
Communist Party leaders, 
keeping at heart a personal 
interest in one-party rule, 
would have harmed mem- 
bers of the Chinese 
Democratic Party?" it said. 
‘“History will judge us fair- 
ly” 

Xu's wile said her hus- 
band was being held in a 
cell witb six other inmates 
at a Public Security Bureau 
detention centre. 

He was not allowed books 
or newspapers, and was 
hoping for a transfer to a 
prison where reading was 
permitted. 

Separately, the wife of a 
labour activist imprisoned 
for 10 years on Sunday for 
passing information to U.S. 


government-backed Radio 
Free Asia, said her husband 
had been convicted on 
trumped-up charges. 

Zhang Shanguang was 
sentenced at a closed-door 
hearing for giving details of 
protests by farmers in cen- 
tral Hunan province to the 
radio station. 

“The trial was not at all 
fair,” said his wife, Hou 
Xuezhu. 

During an interview with 
the Station in March. Zhang 
gave details of a protest in 
Xupu county by some SO 
farmers ag ains t excessive 
taxes and another demon- 
stration in the province that 
resulted in deadly violence. 

But Hou said information 
about the demonstrations 
was already public knowl- 
edge. 

“everyone knows about 
the event, so how can this 
be Icons idered a national 
secret?” she asked. 

Cliina views Radio Free 
Asia as a U.S. propaganda 
tool and blocks its broad- 
casts. 

Zhang. 45. was held on 
July 21 after trying to set up 
a pressure group to help 
laid-off workers, according 
to the New York-based 
group Human Rights in 
China. He had spent seven 
years in prison for his role 
in the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square protests. 

Hou said she did not know 
whether her husband would 
appeal. 


Riots hit Indonesian 
town, at least 22 injured 


JAKARTA (AP) — Mobs 
armed with sickles and 
swords Monday battled 
each other and hurled 
gasoline bombs at houses 
and shops in an Indonesian 
provincial town. At least 
22 people were injured and 
hundreds of residents fled 
their homes. 

The riots in the town of 
Poso on Sulawesi island 
were triggered by weekend 
brawls between rival gangs 
of youths. The unrest esca- 
lated partly into attacks by 
townspeople on the homes 
of migrants from the main 
island of Java. 

But the motive for much 
of the violence was 
unclear, with mobs attack- 
ing stores and houses at 


random. Rioters set afire as 
many as 20 buildings, and 
threw stones ar the bus sta- 
tion. a local resident,. Hajj 
Fatraa, said by telephone. 

“The centre of the town 
was blackened from the 
smoke billowing into the 
sky.” Fatraa said. She was 
preparing food for civilian 
guards who patrolled 
neighbourhoods, fearing 
more violence. 

At least 100 families fled 
to a mountain outside Poso 
while others sought shelter 
with relatives. One witness 
said he saw eight truck- 
loads of rioters drive into 
his neighbourhood. 

Police and soldiers were 
also deployed to protect 
govern ment buildings and 


mosques and churches in 
Poso, 1,500 kilometres 
northeast of Jakarta. Shops 
.were, closed and buses 
stayed off the streets. 

A nurse at the local hos- 
pital said by telephone that 
22 people were injured, 
including one man whose 
neck had been cut by a 
sword. Other victims bled 
from head wounds after 
being hit by rocks. 

Indonesia has endured 
sporadic riots this year 
amid economic hardship 
and rising ethnic and reli- 
gious tensions. Deadly 
riots in Jakarta helped 
force former President 
Suharto to quit in May 
after 32 years of authoritar- 
ian rule. 


Russian armed forces 
cut down to 1.2 million 


MOSCOW lAP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
said Monday that 
Russia's armed forces 
have been cut to 1.2 mil- 
lion troops, down from 
1.5 million troops a year 
ago, and meeting the 
government's target for 
reducing the military. 

Yeltsin spoke during a 
meeting with Defence 
Minister Igor Sergeyev, 
who briefed the presi- 
dent on the progress of 
army reform. 

“The target is met, the 
mission is accom- 
plished,” Yeltsin 

summed up, as reporters 
listened in. 

The government has 
been gradually trimming 
the bloated and under- 
funded military, which 
had about 5 million men 
during the 1980s. 

There are no plans to 
cut the military below 
1.2 million — still a huge 
burden for the cash- 
strapped Russian gov- 
ernment, struggling with 
the gravest economic cri- 
sis since the 1991 Soviet 
collapse. The Russian 
military barely func- 
tions, lacking funds to 
buy new weapons or 
maintain its ageing arse- 
nal. 

Critics advocate deep- 
er cuts, citing abysmal 
conditions in the mili- 
tary. Military officials 
have acknowledged they; 


are short of hinds to feed 
and dress troops. 
Begging soldiers are a 
common sight on the 
streets of Russian cities. 

In 1996, Yeltsin 
pledged to turn the mili- 
tary into an all-volunteer 
force and end conscrip- 
tion by the year 2000, 
but the government later 
dropped the plan, saying 
it could not afford a pro- 
fessional army. 

During the meeting, 
Yeltsin telephoned Prime 
Minister Yevgeny 

Primakov to say the gov- 
ernment must allocate 
3.6 per cent of next 
year's budget to the mil- 
itary. 

Russia's coffers are so 
bare that the entire 1999 
budget calls for govern- 
ment spending of just 
575 billion rubles ($29 
billion). By comparison, 
the United States gov- 
ernment collects and 
spends more than $30 
billion in an average 
week. 

Sergeyev said, howev- 
er, that the sura would be 
enough for the military 
and thanked Yeltsin for a 
promised rise in military 
salaries next year. In the 
past, the government has 
usually failed to meet 
spending promises. 

During their meeting, 
Yeltsin also praised 
Sergeyev for starting the 

HcfentevOTi jtf of th 


Topol-M ballistic mis- 
siles, designed as a back- 
bone of Russia's strate- 
gic missile force. 

Sunday, the minister 
inaugurated the first 10 
Topol-M missiles at the 
Tatishcbevo missile base, 
some 650 kilometres 
south of Moscow. 

“We have achieved a 
very important goal. We 
have planned to deploy 
the new Topol-M mis- 
siles and we did it on 
time,” Yeltsin said. 

The deployment was a 
major step for Russia’s 
beleaguered military. 
The government com- 
mitted scarce resources 
to the Topol-M, due to 
replace ageing missiles 
to be cut under the 
START II arms reduc- 
tion agreement with the 
United States. 

Russia and the United 
States signed START II 
in 1993, and the U.S. 
Senate approved it in 
1996, but the 
Communist-dominated 
Russian parliament has 
stalled ratification, 
claiming it would hurt 
Russia's security. 

The lawmakers 

appeared heading 
toward its approval ear- 
lier this month, but then 
again delayed ratifica- 
tion until next spring to 
protest LJ.S. and British 



Lu Seng La. a 77-year-old Hmong hilltribe man, shows off, Dec. 17, his locks in 
Chiang Mai in northern Thailand. Ripley's Believe It or Not!, the American 
authority on human and other oddities, has just declared the Thai septuagenarian 
as possessor of the world's longest hair (Reuters photo) 


Indonesia may bar 
most parties from vote 


JAKARTA (R) — Most of the 
new parties which have 
sprung up in Indonesia this 
year are unlikely to qualify for 
planned parliamentary elec- 
tions in June, a government 
minister said Monday. 

Home Affairs Minister 
Syarwan Hamid said that 
although around 120 parties 
had registered with his min- 
istry. only some 15 would 
pass the required conditions to 
contest the elections sched- 
uled for June 7. 

“There will be conditions 
for the parties in joining die 
election. It is not easy,” he told 
reporters. 

He was speaking after a 
meeting with President BJ. 
Habibie. Coordinating 

Minister for Political and 
Security Affairs Feisal 

Tandjung, armed forces chief 
General Wiranto and Justice 
Minister Muladi to discuss the 
vote. 

According to Indonesia's 
proposed new political laws. 


parties can take part only if 
they have chapters in at least 
nine of the country's 27 
provinces and branches in at 
least half of its 243 regencies. 

The election would be the 
first parliamentary poll since 
the resignation of former 
President Suharto on May 21 
amid a crippling economic 
crisis, mass protests against 
his 32-year rule and an explo- 
sion of rioting in Jakarta. 

Under Suharto only three 
parties were allowed — the 
ruling Golkar, dve Muslim- 
oriented United Development 
Party (PPP) and the 
Indonesian Democratic Party 
(PDI). Golkar dominated the 
political landscape and won 
the vast majority of votes. 

Under Indonesia’s proposed 
political timetable, the elec- 
tion of a new parliament 
would be followed in 
November by the nomination 
of a new president and vice 
president by members of par- 
liament and other appointed 


civilian and military officials. 

“We want fair, just and 
transparent elections. It is not 
only rhetoric,” Hamid said, 
adding the government would 
accept foreign observers dur- 
ing the election. 

Indonesia's armed forces 
(ABRI) have a number of 
seats reserved for them in par- 
liament and play a significant 
political role, a focus of the 
anti-government protests 

which have shaken Indonesia 
in recent months. 

Wiranto told reporters the 
military would remain neutral 
during the election period. 

“ABRI will maintain a neu- 
tral position, and will not help 
any contestants during the 
election. ABRI will serve all 
participants the same." 

Wiranto said. 

He said ABRI would not 
form a coalition with any 
political party: “ABRI will use 
its own jacket and there will 
be no coalition." 


Malaysia’s Anwar tries to 
discredit sex evidence 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Defence lawyers sought 
Monday to discredit evidence 
in the sex and corruption case 
against former Malaysian 
Finance Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim, implying semen 
could have been taken from his 
body while unconscious. 

Anwar's lawyers began their 
new line of inquiry after police 
produced at his trad a mattress 
they said was stained by the ex- 
minister during sex uysts. 

The mattress. which 
appeared in Malaysia's High 
Court two weeks ago. was 
removed from an apartment 
where Anwar had met a 
women for sex, the prosecution 
has said. 

Anwar's lawyers implied his 
semen might have been drawn 
without his knowledge and 
smeared on the mattress. 

Anwar is on trial on five 
charges of sodomy and five of 
corruption, but the court is ini- 
tially considering four of the 
corruption counts. He has 
pleaded not guilty to all the 


Anwar’s lawyers argued that 
prostate massage could pro- 
duce semen from an uncon- 
scious man and tried to link the 
theory to his allegations that he 
was beaten senseless while in 
police custody. 

Bui judge Augustine Paul 
said the alleged assault in cus- 
tody was “totally irrelevant” to 
the charges faced by Anwar. 

Gurbachan Singh, one of 
Anwar's nine lawyers, asked a 
government docior who drew 
blood from Anwar on police 
instructions whether he could 
also draw semen from an 
unconscious man. 

“It’s very unlikely," replied 
forensic scientist Abdul Halim 
Manzar, under cross-examina- 
tion. "It’s not that easy even 
when the person is conscious.” 
Pressed by Gurbachan if this 
was possible, Halim said: “Yes, 
it can be done by the way of 
prostate massage through the 
rectum." But reexamined by 
prosecution chief Abdul Gani 
Pa tail, tire doctor said be could 
not cite a case where semen 
had. been produced from an 


unconscious man. 

Halim said he inspected 
Anwar eight days after the for- 
mer minister’s arrest and took 
blood samples to check for the 
Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus (HIV) and other infec- 
tions. 

The government has been 
under immense pressure to 
make public investigations into 
Anwar's alleged beating after 
his arrest on Sept. 20. 

Sacked as both deputy prime 
minister and finance minister 
on Sept. 2, Anwar says the 
charges are part of a govern- 
ment conspiracy to destroy his 
political career, 

When he first appeared in 
court in early October, Anwar 
sported a blade eye and bruises 
on his neck and hands, saying 
they were caused by a he aring 
in police custody. 

Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad, who sacked 
Anwar for his purportedly lew 
morals, promised an investiga- 
tion of the alleged assault of the 
man he once considered his 
anointed successor. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cars torched as urban violence 
hits again Strasbourg 

STRASBOURG. France (AFP) — Youngsters torched 
.10 cars and hurled a Molotov cocktail into a nursery 
school overnight Sunday to Monday, the Iaicst inci- 
dents in a wave of urban unrest flaring in the French 
city of Strasbourg. Police said the school had been 
damaged and 18 youngsters detained in the second 
night of violence to hit the eastern city straddling the 
German border. A score of cars were torched the previ- 
ous night as authorities launched a week of free con- 
certs and entertainment aimed at preventing a recur- 
rence of similar incidents during last year's Christmas 
and New Year holiday break. The week of free enter- 
tainment . put on by city authorities at the cost of 3.8 
million francs ($630,000), is seen as a test scheme to 
ward off urban violence and delinquency in deprived 
city suburbs across France where unemployment rides 
high. In Strasbourg last year, youths from poor suburbs, 
many of them inhabited largely by jobless immigrant 
families, torched cars and damaged public property 
throughout the New Year break. To avoid a replay of 
violence on New Year’s Eve 1997, when some 60 cars 
were torched and bus shelters and phone cabins dam- 
aged, Strasbourg authorities are planning to deploy 600 
officers in the city next Thursday. Fears of unrest come 
ami d a wave of urban violence across France which is 
deeply worrying the Socialist government. Earlier this 
month, hundreds of riot police were deployed in south- 
ern Toulouse where three days of riots broke out fol- 
lowing the police killing of a youth in an immigrant 
neighbourhood. And last October around 1,000 young- 
sters from deprived suburbs outside Paris went on a 
rampage in the capital burning cars and looting shops 
during school protests. 

Indian capital drafts paramilitaries 
to fight soaring crime 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Some 1,200 paramilitary 
troops have been deployed in the Indian capital in a 
desperate bid to check a growing crime wave, officials 
said Monday. The deployment was ordered late Snnday 
by Indian Home Minister Lai Krishna Advani following 
a series of murders which the police have failed to 
solve, ft was not clear, however, if the paramilitary per- 
sonnel would assist the local police crime investiga- 
tions or take up fixed positions across the city of more 
than 10 million people. New Delhi has recently seen an 
unprecedented crime wave involving murders, rape and 
robberies, and the city’s police chief V.N. Singh said 
last week that the “culture of violence was increasing" 
in the city. Singh said the city this year recorded 2,668 
“heinous crimes." including 617 murders, 591 attempt- 
ed murders, 767 robberies, 423 cases of rape, 188 riots 
and 23 kidnappings. Singh also blamed unchecked pop- 
ulation growth in the Indian capital for the ballooning 
crime rates. Police hit the panic button after an elderly 
couple living on their own were murdered in a south 
Delhi residential district, barely two days after a simi- 
lar double morder took place in the same area. Advani 
said Monday that the crime wave in New Delhi was no 
reflection of the law and order situation across the rest I 
of the country. “Delhi is in the limelight. As the nation- 
al capital, whenever such incidents take place, it gives ! 
a wrong impression ” he said. 

Nuclear reactor restarted in Ukraine 
after unscheduled repairs 

KIEV (AP) — A nuclear reactor was restarted at 
Ukraine’s Yuzhnaya power plant following brief 
unscheduled repairs, officials said Monday. Reactor j 
No. 3 was restarted Sunday after plant operators fixed ; 
the facility’s cooling system. The reactor was shut 
down Saturday because of hydrogen leaks, the state 
nuclear energy company Energoatom said. The shut- 
down led to an electricity shortage and forced officials i 
to delay repairs at the Zaporizhia nuclear power plant, | 
where one reactor was to have been stopped Saturday. 
Ukraine’s five nuclear power plants provide more than 
40 per cent of the former Soviet republic’s energy 
needs. Three of the country’s 14 reactors are currently 
undergoing repairs. 

Frenchman ordered to turn off 
35,000 Christmas lights 

METZ, France (AFP) — A Frenchman who decked his 
home in 35.000 fairy lights has been ordered by the city 
mayor to keep them switched off during the day to 
avoid distracting motorists. Gilbert Schub, mayor of the 
eastern town of Morsbach, said Monday that in the 
interest of road safety he had ordered Amald Hag to 
turn off his Christmas lights until shops closed in 
evening. As Hag’s brightly illuminated house is located 
near a shopping centre, the lights were causing stre ams 
of motorists to slow down or stop for a better view, the 
mayor said. “I was afraid people would be careless, ; 
specially as there’s a pedestrian crossing nearby and ; 
drivers were slowing down without watching the road," ! 
Schuh said. 

Tourist dies 

following Disneyland accident 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — A tourist who suffered a head 
injury while waiting to board a Disneyland ride died 
after two days on artificial life support, news media here 
reported. Luan Phi Dawson, 33, died late Saturday at the 
UC Irvine Medical Centre in the town of Orange, near 
the Disneyland amusement park. Unlike other people 
who have died at the park, Dawson had not been behav- 
ing irresponsibly, the Orange County Register newspa- 
per reported. Dawson, his wife and a park employee 
were, injured Thursday when a metal cleat snapped off 
the Columbia sailing ship — a park attraction — as the 
ship was being moored, according to the newspaper. The 
cleat struck Dawson and his wife on the head, and broke 
the employee’s ankle. Dawson’s wife. Lieu Thuy 
Vuong, 43, remained hospitalised with head injuries, the 
newspaper reported. The couple had been visiting from 
Washington state. Eight people have died at the 
Anaheim, California-based amusement park since 
Disneyland opened in 1955. Most had either behaved 
irresponsibly or were thrown -from rides after taking off 
their seatbelts, according to the Register. Walt Disney 
Attractions issued a written statement deploring the 
tragedy, but refused to comment on allegations by for- 
mer and current workers that inadequate training and 
ride maintenance due to cutbacks may have contributed 
to the accident, the Los Angeles Times reported. Each 
year dose to one million' people visit Disneyland,' the. 
Times reported. ' - 
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World News 



Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga (left) is greeted by Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee us 
■Indian first lady Usha Narayanan looks on during the welcome ceremony in New Delhi. Kumaratunga is expected 
to sign a free trade agreement with India during her two-day visit (Reuters photo) 

Sri Lankan president meets with Indian PM 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Sri 
Lankan President 

Chandrika Kumaratunga 
met the Indian prime min- 
ister Monday as aides put 
finishing touches on an 
accord to establish a free 
trade area between the two 
countries. 

. Her country has “no 
reservations” on signing 
• the free trade area accord, 
Kumaratunga told 

reporters after she was 
accorded a ceremonial 
welcome at the presiden- 
tial palace in New Delhi. 


She met with Prime 
Minister Alai Bihari 
Vajpayee. Details of the 
talks were not immediately 
known. 

The two sides were to 
sign later Monday the free 
trade area agreement and a 
memorandum of under- 
standing to set up an India- 
Sri Lanka foundation 
which would promote 
exchanges in the arts, cul- 
ture. trade, commerce and 
science and technology, 
said Dinesh Patnaik. a for- 
eign ministry official. 


Last July. India 
announced steps to liber- 
alise trade with six of its 
neighbours, saying the 
move will increase their 
access to the vast Indian 
market. 

India's initiative came as 
the regional grouping of 
India, Sri Lanka and five 
other countries seemed to 
be falling behind the target 
of setting up a free trade 
zone in South Asia by 
2001 on the pattern of 
Europe. 

Experts say the target 


date may have lo be set 
back by up to five years 
because of fears by 
Pakistan and smaller coun- 
tries that India would dom- 
inate rheir markets. 

The current trade 
between India and Sri 
Lanka is heavily in favour 
of India, with exports val- 
ued at $560 million and 
imports jusi $42 million. 

A meeting with Indian 
business leaders also is 
scheduled for Tuesday 
before Kumaratunga flies 
back home later in the day. 


Khmer Rouge defectors, shielded 
by premier, will escape trial 


PHNOM PENH. Cambodia 
(AP) — Prime Minister Hun Sen 
defied growing pressure Monday 
io bring two Khmer Rouge lead- 
ers to trial for genocide and said 
(hey would face neither an inter- 
national tribunal nor a 
Cambodian court. 

“If we bring them to trial, it 
will not benefit the nation, it will 
only mean a return to civil war,” 
Hm Sen said before a Cabinet 
'meeting. “We should dig a hole 
and bury die past and look 
towards the future.” 

The Khmer Rouge leaders, 
Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea 
remaned holed up in the ex- 
rebel stronghold of Paiiin in the 
northwest, where they were stay- 
ing in guest houses under the 
protection of old comrades who 
defected to the government two 
)vtusago. 

The pair agreed to defect — in 
effect, surrender — in a phone 
call with Hun Sen on Christmas, 
20 years to the day after 
Vietnamese troops invaded 
Cambodia to topple the blood- 
stained Khmer Rouge regime. 

Ihe government slammed the 


door on intense international 
demands that Khieu Samphan. 
the official leader though others 
held real power, and political 
chief Nuon Chea stand triaL 
“Should we kill Khieu 
Samphan or welcome him for 
national reconciliation?” Hun 
Sen asked. ‘This deal is a bou- 
quet of flowers for this pair, not a 
bullet or a pair of handcuffs.” 
Over the past two years, the 
government broke the back of 
the Khmer Rouge by offering 
amnesty to leaders in exchange 
for ending civil war, bringing 
peace to large areas of Cambodia 
for the first time in a generation. 

With the movement now all 
but extinct — only one leader, 
the one-legged general. Ta Mok, 
and perhaps 100 followers are 
still at large — demands are 
growing for someone to be held 
accountable for the reign of ter- 
ror that left as many as 2 million 
people dead. 

Hun Sen said Monday that he 
would never make a deal withTa 
Mok, known as "The Butcher” 
for his revolutionary brutality. 

He once said the same thing of 


Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea. 

Hun Sen, a former Khmer 
Rouge official who fled bloody 
purges in 1977. said peace was 
more important than prison. 

"This is a pure Cambodian 
solution,” Hun Sen said. “We 
know the right medicine to use to 
cure this problem. If any foreign- 
ers try to add something, it will 
never go away.” Hun Sen said he 
had Ihe support of King 
Norodom Sihanouk. 

In Washington, the U.S. State 
Depanmeni noted Sunday that 
Lbe Cambodian government has 
repeatedly asked for — and 
received — help aimed at bring- 
ing top Khmer Rouge leaders to 
justice. 

“We trust that no actions will 
be taken by any pony that could 
preclude achieving this goal.” 
spokesman Lee McClenny said 
“Justice in Cambodia has been 
long delayed, but must not now 
be denied ” 

United Nations legal experts 
recently visited to assess the pos- 
sibility of creating an interna- 
tional tribunal to try Khmer 
Rouge leaders for crimes against 


humanity. 

Perhaps one Cambodian in 
five perished of disease, over- 
work. starvation and executions 
after the Maoist revolutionaries 
won a civil war in 1975 and 
forced the population into labour 
camps. 

After 30 years of war and ter- 
ror, many Cambodians rote 
peace higher that bringing the 
killers who once ruled them to 
trial. 

Bui the recent U.N. visit raised 
hopes of finding justice away 
from the volatile politics of 
Phnom Penh. 

Hun Sen said there was link 
point “If the wound no longer 
hurts, we shouldn’t poke a stick 
in it and make it bleed." Earlier, 
government spokesman Khieu 
Kanharith said that speculation 
about a trial was raising fears 
among the defectors that they 
would be arrested. 

Hun Sen’s assurances should 
make « easier for them to keep a 
scheduled meeting with him in 
the capital Tuesday. 


Thousands of British homes 
deprived of electricity by storms 


LONDON (AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of homes were still 
whbqut electricity in Britain 
. aid Ireland Monday as a result 
of damage caused by heavy 
■ -forms' "and hurricane-force 
winds which left five people 
. .dead oyer the weekend. 

_ Vteatber forecasters warned 
of ihe possibility of new storms 
Monday night in Ireland and 
^^Gffi Engjand, which could 
3|so- bring snow and freezing 
conditions. 

Monday morning, around 


105.000 homes were still with- 
out electricity in Ireland, 
Northern Ireland and Scotland. 

Most were expected to have 
current restored by Monday 

night. . .. 

A spokesman for Ireland s 

Electricity Supply Board said: 
“The scale of the devasianon 
has become apparent as our 
repair teams have moved into 
the worst-bit areas. 

“This Is regarded as the worst 
type of hurricane to have 
moved across Ireland since 


1961.” 

In Scotland, engineers 
reached snowbound areas by 
helicopter. 

Three people died in acci- 
dents caused by fallen trees on 
roads, including a five-vear-old 
boy who was a passenger in a 
car which hit branches strewn 
across the road in north Wales. 

In Northern Ireland, a man 
died after driving into a fallen 
tree and a 23-year-old man was 
killed when a tree fell on his car 
in western Ireland. 


A man has not been found 
after being swept out to sea by a 
10-metre wave in Brighton. 
England, and another died after 
faffing into a river swollen by 
heavy rain in western England. 

Train services were also dis- 
rupted by debris blown on to 
the tracks. 

71 uny-four workers on an oil 
rig in ihe North Sea 90 nautical 
miles off Aberdeen were evacu- 
ated by helicopter overnight 
Saturday. A skeleton staff was 
left to operate the rig. 


Dozens killed in cold snap over Eastern Europe 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Jfens of people have been 
kJted in a cold snap sweep- 
JJg-across Russia, Hungary, 
Poland. and Romania over 
“fc . . Christinas holidays, 
authorities - in Eastern 
E ®ppe reported Monday. 

In Moscow, nine people 
diedTast week, bringing the 
number of deaths from 
9K; cold to 69 this winter. 


. 4 „ to city emergency 
^7^. quoted by Interfax 


A total of 178 Muscovites 
have been hospitalised for 
hypothermia this winter and 

30 others for chilblains. 

In Hungary 1 - the Christmas 
cold killed 11 people, bra- 
ins the death toll to 70 since 
mid-November, police w«d. 

Most of the victims there 
were homeless people, men 
a*ed 40-50 who fell asleep 
outdoors in temperatures of 
minus W degrees Celsius 
after drinking wo much 
alcohol, police said. 


Meanwhile, the death toll 
from the cold weather hit- 
ring Poland since mid- 
November rose to 162 when 
the body of an 86-year old 
woman was found Sunday 
in a field in Sarzyn, a vil- 
lage in southeastern Poland. 

She died of hypothermia, 
probably after fainting, 
police said. 

Temperatures in Poland, 
which had fallen to minus 
10 degrees Celsius, warmed 
somewhat Sunday. 


In Romania, five homeless 
people have died in recent 
days as the thermometer 
dropped to minus 15 
degrees Celsius in the capi- 
tal, bringing the death toll to 
4°. 

The most receni victims 
were found either in the 
street or makeshift shelters. 

Freezing rain and heavy 
snowfall have also killed 
another hundred people in 
traffic accidents in Romania 
this winter. 
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OSCE head says future of 
Kosovo observers in doubt 


VIENNA (AFP> — The 
future of the international 
observer mission in Kosovo 
might have to be rethought 
after new fighting in the 
province, the chairman of 
the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), Bronislaw 
Geremek, said Monday. 

In an official OSCE state- 
ment. Geremek, the Polish 
foreign minister, expressed 
his “deep concern with the 
renewed fighting and ihe 
breach of ihe fragile cease- 
fire in Kosovo in recent 
days”, blaming both sides 
for the breaches. 

"Contrary to die October 
Agreement and commit- 
ments. Serbian forces have 
reentered Kosovo and 
undertaken repressive 
actions. At the same time 
terrorist acts have again 
been committed by Kosovo 
Albanian military factions.” 
the statement said. 

“This spiral of violence 
puis in danger the perspec- 
tive of a peaceful solution 
to the conflict in Kosovo. 

Tf the bloodshed and vio- 
lence escalate, the OSCE 
would have to reconsider 
the forms of its activities in 
Kosovo in the context of a 


broader involvement of the 
international community in 
the search for a peaceful 
solution to this conflict,” 
the statement said. 

The unarmed OSCE 
observers were put in place 
to enforce a peace deal for 
the province which was 
agreed in October by U.S. 
envoy Richard Holbrooke 
and Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

The deal allows for some 
2000 observers in all to ver- 
ify the hard-negotiated deal 
for the troubled province, 
but an OSCE spokesman in 
Vienna said Monday that 
only 700 are in place. 

They are mainly distrib- 
uted between the capital of 
the province. Pristina, and 
the villages of Trizren in the 
south, Pec in the west and 
Mikoviza in the north west. 

Fifteen ethnic Albanian 
fighters from the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) 
have been killed since 
Thursday after the authori- 
ties in Belgrade launched a 
major crackdown in the 
north of the province to 
avenge a series of anti- 
Serbian attacks. 

The military operation 
against the KLA was the 


largest since Serbian troops 
withdrew to their bases as 
part of the Holbrooke peace 
deal. 

Geremek noted in the 
statemem issued in Vienna 
that the OSCE “embarked 
upon a verification mission 
in Kosovo as pan of a 
broader peace solution on 
the understanding that the 
Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia and the Serbian 
authorities would not resort 
to repression and that the 
Albanian community in 
Kosovo would refrain from 
acts of violence.” 

Geremek said the safety 
of the observers must be 
safeguarded. 

In Warsaw, a spokesman 
for the Polish foreign min- 
ister said that the warning 
signs were ‘’very clear. The 
I OSCE) mission risks los- 
ing its purpose." Pawel 
Dobrolowski said. 

NATO has organised a 
special "extraction force” 
based in neighbouring 
Macedonia in the event that 
violent danger to the 
unarmed observers requires 
their emergency evacuation. 

The KLA is fighting for 
the independence of 
Kosovo from the rump state 


of Yugoslavia (Serbia and 
Montenegro). Nine-tenths 
of the population in the 
southern Serbian province 
arc ethnic Albanians. 

Responsibility for the dif- 
ficult future of the OSCE 
mission will fall to Norway, 
when it takes over the rotat- 
ing chairmanship of the 
OSCE on Jan. 1. 

Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Knut Vollebaek, 
who is due to visit Kosovo 
from Jan. 9-13. told 
Norway's NTB news 
agency that “both the 
OSCE as an organisation 
and me personally will be 
judged by what we accom- 
plish in Kosovo. It could 
well be a success, but also a 
disaster." 

The observer force is 
mainly drawn from 
Germany. Britain. Italy and 
France. 

The 55-member OSCE is 
a pan-European forum shar- 
ing concerns with the 
Strasbourg-based Council 
of Europe, NATO and the 
European Union in sensi- 
tive peace-threatened areas. 
In practice it concerns itself 
largely with the former 
Communist bloc. 


‘Croatia may end cooperation 
with Hague Tribunal’ 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatia 
may slam its door in the 
face of an international war 
crimes tribunal if it indicts 
army generals who fought 
in the 1991-95 war against 
rebel minority Serbs, a 
senior official was quoted 
Monday as saying. 

President Franjo Tudjmon 
said earlier this month in a 
heated address to a military 
school that the Hague-based 
International Criminal 
Tribunal had five or six 
Croatian generals on its 
wanted list. 

The tribunal denied that 
indictments were being pre- 
pared. 

Tudjman’s senior adviser, 
I vie Pasalic. told the daily 
newspaper Jutamji List in 
an interview Monday that 
Zagreb was beginning to 


suspect hidden motives 
behind some of the tri- 
bunal's acts. 

“Thirteen Croats have 
been indicted and no one for 
the crimes committed 
against Croats. Therefore, 
we have enough elements to 
conclude there is no wish to 
punish the crimes commit- 
ted in Croatia,” Pasalic said. 

Instead, he said, indict- 
ments were being prepared 
for the generals who took 
part in “brilliant victories in 
the operations “Lightning” 
and “Storm” — code names 
for two swift offensives in 
which Zagreb recaptured 
most Serb-held land in 
1995. 

"Should Croatian generals 
be called to the Hague, our 
patience will definitely 
come to an end. That will 


put in question Croatia’s 
cooperation with the tri- 
bunal. including 3 possible 
revoking of the law on 
cooperation with the tri- 
bunal” 

Croatia had to pass a spe- 
cial law in 1996 allowing 
extradition of its citizens for 
trial abroad. 

It has since expedited a 
dozen war crimes suspects 
to the Hague, including a 
high-ranking Bosnian Croat 
general whose trial has 
dragged on for two years 
and is still far from comple- 
tion. 

Belgrade, the patron of 
Bosnian Serbs who domi- 
nate the indictment list, has 
bluntly refused to cooperate 
with die tribunal, citing its 
law's which prevent extradi- 
tion. 


In an act of open defiance, 
it last week held a court 
hearing as part of an inter- 
nal investigation into atroci- 
ties committed near the 
Croatian city of Vukovar in 
1991. 

Three Yugoslav army offi- 
cers. accused by the Hague 
of taking part in the murder 
of 260 unarmed men near 
the town, appeared only as 
witnesses, prompting the 
U.N. Security Council to 
start weighing extra sanc- 
tions against Belgrade for 
non-compliance. 

Pasalic said the Croatian 
government was not consid- 
ering revoking the law on 
cooperation w-ith the tri- 
bunal at the moment, "but 
it's a realistic option, should 
the indictments be pre- 
pared,” he added. 


Over 25 slain in 
S. African province 
over Christmas 


JOHANNESBURG (R) 
— More than 25 people 
were murdered over the 
Christmas weekend in 
South Africa’s volatile 
KwaZulu-Natal province, 
but police said Monday 
politics was so far not a 
motive in any of the 
killings. 

Police spokesman Bala 
Naidoo said that although 
die death toll was high, 
the festive season had not 
been more bloody than 
usual in the region w'hich 
has been a hotbed of polit- 
ical violence since the 
mid-1980s. 

"Between Christmas 
and New Year people rend 
to use excessive alcohol 
and get into arguments. 
This often ends up in 
shootings and stabbings... 
Normally we also get 
incidents of faction fight- 
ing," Naidoo told Reuters. 

"Al (his stage w-e have 
not established that the 
motives in any of the 
attacks were political." In 
the most vicious airack, 
seven men and one 
women were shot dead by 
a group of armed men at 
family festivities on 
Christmas Eve in the 
coastal town of Margate. 

Reports said that three 
of the victims were card- 
carrying members of the 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC). But 
Naidoo said robbery was 
the suspected motive for 
ihe attack after the killers 
made off with a hi-fi and a 


television set. 

Four arrests were made. 

President Nelson 

Mandela said he was 
"shocked and outraged” 
by the Margate killing 
especially as the shooting 
occurred when the coun- 
try was preparing for "the 
most peaceful festive sea- 
son so far in KwaZulu- 
Natal”. 

Three people were - 
killed in a shooting on 
Christmas Day in Umlazi 
township outside the port 
city of Durban. Saturday 
four family members, 
including an eight-year- 
old. were shot dead by 
two gunmen armed with 
heavy-caljbre rifles in a 
suspected revenge attack 
after an altercation earlier 
in the day. 

KwaZulu-Natal has 
been the scene of several 
clashes between support- 
ers of the ANC and the 
predominantly Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom 
Party in which thousands 
of people have died. 

On Christmas Day in 
1995. 14 people were 
killed in a mass raid by 
Inkatha warriors on ANC 
members. 

Naidoo said 70-80 addi- 
tional police were sent 
last week to the south 
coastal region after six 
men were shot and hacked 
to death by a gang of men 
in a suspected factional 
fight in the town of 
Harding, 70 kra northwest 
of Margate. 


Swiss hope for 
Chinese 
clearance for 
balloon attempt 


BERN. Switzerland 
(AP) — Switzerland is 
optimistic that China 
will soon grant a Swiss- 
based balloon team 
permission to fly oven, 
the country in its quest 
for the first nonstop 
round- the-worid flight, 
a foreign ministry 
spokeswoman said 
Monday. 

The Breitling Orbiter 
3 team said last week it 
postponed its attempt 
due to Chinese irrita- 
tion over the failure Its 
rivals. Chicago million- 
aire Steve Fossett, 
British tycoon Richard 
Branson and Per 
Lindstrand to respect 
previously agreed con- 
ditions. 

The Swiss foreign 
ministry is in constant 
contact' with China and 
is doing all it can to 
obtain clearance for 
pilot Bertrand Piccard 
and his new partner. 
Brian Jones of Britain, 
said ministry spokes- 
woman Monika 

Schmutz. 

Piccard and Jones, 
who obtained condi- 
tional permission, had 
said they might ^ke off 
as soon as Sunday. It 
would be Piccard's 


third attempt to 
become the first person 
to pilot a balloon 
around the world non- 
stop. 

_ Beijing - originally 
gave Branson, Fossett 
and Lindstrand, oi 
Sweden, permission to 
cross China below 26 
degrees north latitude. 
The trio, however, 
drifted further north 
last Monday. 

After diplomatic com- 
munications between 
Britain and China, the 
balloonists were 

allowed to continue fly- 
ing as long as they left 
China as quickly as 
possible. 

Caught in poor 
weather conditions, the 
team splashed down oft 
Hawaii Friday. 

Piccard's last round- 
the-world bid was 
abandoned after China 
refused his balloon 
entry, causing it to miss 
out on jet-stream winds 
needed to speed it over 
the Pacific. 

Another attempt at 
the balloon record was 
stalled Monday by 
strong winds over the 
Re/Max team's launch 
pad in Alice Springs 
Australia. 
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Overdue review 

A CAREFUL look at Jordan's participation in the 
recent 13th Asian Games in Bangkok paints a 
grim picture of the state of sports in the Kingdom. 

Apart from the taekwondo team, which won 
four of the five medals collected by all Jordanian 
athletes, most failed to even match their own 
records set here in the country. 

The event, described by officials as an “invalu- 
able chance to assess our teams and pinpoint onr 
location on the map of Asian sports," has proved 
that we still have a long way to go especially that 
we are preparing for two major events on the 
sports calendar — the 9th Pan-Arab Games next 
summer and the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

One thing is very clear: We have failed in our 
attempt to upgrade the level of our athletes and 
cannot help but feel disappointed at the overall 
results. Jordan took part in 11 sports events, and 
although the best athletes were enlisted through a 
screening process, most competitors produced 
below average results. Jordan again failed to win 
a gold medal at the Asian Games and the delega- 
tion returned with three silver and two bronze 
medals. In the past two Asian Games in Seoul ‘86 
and Hiroshima ‘94, Jordan's sole medals were 
also won in taekwondo with a total of three silver 
and five bronze medals. 

Following the delegation's return, a senior 
sports official warned that a wide gap existed 
between sports federations and athletes. Many 
experts also conceded that the dismal showing at 
the Bangkok Games needed immediate action, 
including an overhaul of the sports administra- 
tion to rectify the situation as Jordan prepares to 
host the Pan-Arab Games in 1999. 

However, recent reports from the Ministry of 
Culture and Vouth suggested that only minor 
changes will take place and in only four out of 
over 20 sports federations. Furthermore, the 
changes are not expected to touch upon those fed- 
erations whose athletes have produced below par 
results. 

As painful as it may be to some of our athletes, 
their trainers or officials, now is the best time for 
a serious assessment or the situation. 

It has been said time and again that our nation- 
al teams should not only prepare for a certain 
event but rather have a long-term training strate- 
gy. Assessment should also follow training before 
taking part in any future events. 

Most sports officials concur that it would have 
been wiser not to have sent such a big delegation, 
but rather only enlist those with recent solid 
results. 

Apart from training, our sports officials need to 
look at other areas. Jordan produced the first 
doping case of the Games in which over 6,000 ath- 
letes from 41 nations took part The athlete, a 
medal favourite at the Pan-Arab Games, is 
expected to be suspended by the International 
Weightlifting Federation for two years and will 
thus miss the Amman Games. The Olympic 
Council of Asia also reprimanded the Jordan 
Olympic Committee after the country's top 
weigbtlifter admitted to have taken the drug over 
a long period upon instruction of his coach. 

Furthermore, only three other athletes from 
Kuwait and the (ME failed drug tests. Overall 
Arab results at the Bangkok Games were also 
very discouraging with six Arab countries manag- 
ing to win oniy 36 medals. 

Maybe we are not the only Arab country that 
needs a brave assessment and adjustment process, 
but we should be the first to do it with the Amman 
Games just eight months away. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


At Rai's Sultan Hartab reiterated the role Arab parlia- 
ments may play in energising the Arab political order, 
saying that these parliaments should not stand tight- 
lipped vis-a-vis various critical Arab causes. Hattab 
added that there is a feeling among Arab citizens that 
there are i Western) double standards in dealing with Arab 
causes. How does the world community deal with the 
Iraqi and Lebanese causes, how does it view the massacre 
of innocent civilians in the Arab World, how does the 
international community .view the denial of Palestinian 
people's rights, how does it regard the non-abidance by 
some parties with peace agreements? asked Hattab. call- 
ing on Arab parliaments and Arab people to protect Iraq, 
safeguarding its unity and lifting the siege imposed on it 
since 1990. 

Al Dustour's Rakan Majali said that pan- Arab interests 
should be given priority in this critical juncture that the 
Arab Nation is passing through. MajalJ also called on 
boosting inter- Arab solidarity to combat policies of sin- 
gling out individual Arab countries because, as this will I 
pose a danger that will adversely affect other Arab coun- 
tries. 


THE ONE-DAY emergency 
meeting of the Arab 
Parliamentary Union in Amman 
Sunday to discuss the Anglo- 
American attacks against Iraq 
was disappointing, but it clari- 
fied two important contempo- 
rary Arab issues that have to be 
sorted out. 

First is the issue of the credi- 
bility and role of the many Arab 
parliaments or consultative 
councils: second is the inaction 
of Arab states when their stark 
operational choice is between 
solidarity with fellow Arabs 
and friendship with the sole 
global power, the U.S. 

The parliamentarians who 
gathered in Amman represent 
Arab parliaments that have a 
very mixed track record in 
terms of credibility, legitimacy, 
and effectiveness. Some are 
impressive institutions that try 
to deal seriously with the issues 
of laws, governance, and the 
accountability of executive 
power: some others are none of 
the above. Starkly, not a single 
one of the ten or so Arab parlia- 
ments elected since the mid- 
1 980s has caused any Arab gov- 
ernment to significantly change 
its policies. 

So what did the Arab parlia- 
mentarians do? The elected or 
appointed representatives of the 
Arab people who met here 
Sunday agreed on a series of 


meaningful wishes, and mean- 
ingless symbols. They huffed 
and they puffed, and they accu- 
rately expressed the sentiments 
of the Arab people — but not 
much more than that. They 
agreed to condemn the Anglo- 
American aggression against 
Iraq, support Iraqi claims for 
compensation for damages, call 
on Arab states to lift the eco- 
nomic embargo against Iraq, 
send an Arab parliamentary del- 
egation there, and call for an 
urgent Arab summit to address 
the issue of its suffering. 

Frankly. I am not impressed 
by yet another round of get- 
tough rhetoric supported only 
by feel-good symbolism, and I 
suspect that the majority of 
Arabs also are not impressed. 

This raises the deeper ques- 
tion of the precise role of Arab 
parliaments. Why do we have 
parliaments? Where are their 
cultural or political roots in 
Arab traditions and governance 
structures? How do our parlia- 
ments relate, say. to executive 
branches of government where, 
say. the ruling regimes had 
assumed power, say, by military 
coup and have remained in 
power for. oh. three or more 
decades? 

These slightly awkward ques- 
tions must be raised, debated, 
and answered, if we are ever to 
escape the frustrating cycle that 


has dominated .Arab political 
life for much of this century. 
That frustration is manifested 
very clearly and painfully in the 
Iraqi question, where wide- 
spread .Arab opposition to 
.Anglo-American mad-dog mili- 
tarism and economic sanctions 
contrasts with equally wide- 
spread .Arab desires to be 
friendly with the U.S. 

The .Arab parliamentarians 
express rheir people's intense 
emotional and political anger 
with the U.S. and U.K.. and 
make rhetorical and symbolic 
gestures of solidarity with Iraq: 
but at the same time these par- 
liaments are uaable or unwill- 
ing to take any concrete moves 
on" the two key dynamics that 
matter here: they cannot change 
Anglo-American or Arab poli- 
cies towards Iraq. This is prob- 
ably because many Arab states 
depend heavily on the U.S. (and 
Europe i for financial support, 
technical assistance, food, mar- 
kets. armaments, diplomatic 
support, or sheer survival 
through direct military protec- 
tion. 

In these conditions, Arab gov- 
ernments that rely on U.S. sup- 
port for their existential sur- 
vival will not suicidally defy 
American policy, in the same 
way that Arab parliaments will 
nor defy- .Arab governments and 
ruling power elites. 


View from the 
Fourth Circle 
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Rami G. Khouri 

The result we live with is a 
chronically frustrating display 
of distorted and erratic gover- 
nance. in both the U.S./U.K. 
and the .Arab World. 

It is striking that not a single 
Arab government or parliament 
has come up with a practical 
means of bridging this gap. 
None has offered practical sug- 
gestions on how ro reconcile 
the two clashing dimensions of 
our political and personal lives 
— our instinctive commitment 
to the pan-. Arab dimension of 
our identity, and our deliberate 
policy of friendship and coop- 


— as we witness' 
separate cases of 
British officials beingst^^i^ 
to public political 
ty before parli ament 
The problem is 


Iraq, or American/EriJish^^. 
cy, or Arab pari iamen ts^^^ 
governments’. The prob^^^ 
— and has been for raost^^^ 
century — the distordcai^S 
contradictions that resn^ 
the exercise of politicalise 
that is not subjected to <he|l- 
and-balances . So ' we ’ sti&r 
abuse of power within 
Arab states, and abuse of toih- 
tary power by the United S^cs 
globally. , r -?r- 

The result of the apphadgii 
of unchecked power is tytafaj 
by the powerful, and dependen- 
cy by the weak. The antidote^ 
both cases is a return to the rule 
of law. V 


Presidential devils and political entrails 


By Sean J. Osner 

LAST WEEK'S political circus 
which culminated in the 
impeachment of the American 
president, the resignation of the 
Speaker-elect of the House of 
Representatives, and the frivo- 
lous bombing of Iraq. leaves the 
U.S., undoubtedly, in a time of 
uncertainty and national self- 
reflection. Indeed, so grave are 
the course of events which tran- 
spired last week that the U.S. 
has become morally confound- 
ed, sceptically struck in awe by 
its own political processes, and 
deeply critical of bipartisan pet- 
tiness, and self-righteous 
charges of immorality. 

The citizens of America stand 
dizzy and dumbstruck by the 
spin-meisters who would either 
lead you to believe that the 
office of the president is defiled 
as long as William Jefferson 


Clinton remains, or that the fab- 
ric of the greatest democracy on 
eanh is being slowly torn apart 
by a juvenUe*struggie for power. 
Moreover, the cantankerous 
ramblings in Washington in the 
past two weeks, have led 
Americans to toil over the polit- 
ical motives of those who wish 
to dismiss a president, and the 
policies of a president who 
wishes to disarm a despot. 

Yet in all the search for truth, 
and in all the quest for the rule 
of law and order, it is the latter 
— policies, and not the presi- 
dent — which defines the char- 
acter of America. And despite all 
the political chaos of the day. the 
U.S. must be reminded that it is 
through the policies of a nation 
that the attitudes of a people are 
reflected, and not through the 
leader of a nation, lest we forget 
why and how they have become 
the greatest and most respected 


nation in the world. 

It is rhis last fact that is so pre- 
cious. so important, and vital for 
the U.S. as a nation to under- 
stand as it digests the historical 
proceeding of the last week. 

But before the people of 
America lament the fall from 
grace of their president, or 
shame the soiling of their most 
sacred institutions, they must 
stop and consider the defama- 
tion they bestow upon their own 
national self-character with their 
continuous misguided policies 
in the Middle East. ‘Operation 
Desert Fox.' carried out by the 
U.S. and U.K. to force Saddam 
Hussein to comply with U.N. 
weapons inspections, only rein- 
forces the failures of .America's 
policy in the Middle East, and 
further tarnishes its image in a 
region which it is so desperately 
trying to embrace. 

Has anvone considered that the 


LETTERS 


propensity to bum the American 
flag in the Middle East increases 
proportionately as the number of 
late night cruise missile attacks? 
Is it not ironic that daily there is 
endless hoopla over peace in the 
region, yet. daily the causally 
rate keeps climbing and the arms 
stockpiles keep swelling? 

Is it not even more ironic that 
Americans charge their own 
congressman with the duty of 
condemning the infidelities of 
the president, while the presi- 
dent charges the lives of young 
Americans with the duty of con- 
victing the Iraqi people to end- 
less sanctions, even death and 
destruction — as if they them- 
selves were infidels. Have the 
sexual conquests of one man 
taken precedent over peace and 
prosperity? Has the greatest 
democracy on the face of the 
earth lost its collective soul? 

Perhaps the U.S. is fortunate 


as a nation to be able to dispose 
of a leader when his credible t> 
to rule is in question, bin 
America as a nation raises.seri- 
ous doubts about its own audi- 
bility as a broker of peace.wheii 
it stands idle, dumbstruck, ya& 
confounded by its own destruc- 
tive policies in the Middle East 

In the long run the high office 
of the U.S. will regain its sancti- 
ty, but it will be Americanjor- 
eign policy — the instrument of 
U.S. relations with other nations 
— which will ultimately define 
or redefine the character ofjfe 
U.S. in the Middle East . 

The writer is a graduate -sfiL- 
dent at the American University 
in Cairo. He contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times . A- 


Grievances of domestic workers must be addressed! 


To the editor: 


I AM a Filipino who has been working in Abdoun as a domestic worker for more than 
five years. As far as l know, the salary for a Filipino domestic worker has increased. 
Most of the helpers I know who work outside of Abdoun receive a salary of over 5200 
a month, with at least one full day off. and have the right to go to church, while those in 
Abdoun receive only $100 to $1 75. For us Filipinos who work daily until midnight with 
a low salary, it is rime for us to speak out. 

I know we are here to serve our employers, but we need at least one day-off to go to 
church and thank God for His blessings. But since many of us are not allowed to get the 
day off and go to church, many run away. 

I hope the Jordanian government can help us. I am also calling on the people of the 
Philippines and our embassy, to help us with our salaries and our" duv-off. 


Terry Mercado 
Amman 


To the editor: 

1 JUST want to tell our employers that we. domestic helpers, leave our country to earn 
money abroad to support our family and have a better living. But most of us are poorly 
treated and, as a result, many domestic workers want to run away from their employers. 
I am a concerned friend of Myma S.. who was sent back to the Philippines by her 
employer, who did not pay her four months worth of salary and did not allow her to take 
her personal belongings with her. She was sent home with only JDJ5. I feel sorry for 
her because she has three children to support, and had been working at her employer’s 
house for at least five years. She is asking for some sympathy from her employer should 
she read this letter (you know who you are). Please send her salary payment and belong- 
ings to the Philippines. She is not the only one who needs it. Her children need it most 
of all. Here is the address: 


Myma Sugadura 
do Juanito Lumontad 
Sapang Palay 
Sampul Market 
Bulacan, Philippines 


B. Caspar 
Amman 


To the editor: 

HAVING LIVED in Jordan for quite a number of years. I am still puzzled by something 
that always prompts me to ask “are we really taking our religions seriously, that is. 
knowingly committing to heart and mind our personal relationship with the God whom 
we proclaim and believe as a God of mercy and justice: a God of compassion and love?" 
It is in this context that I would like to comment on an issue that has been taken tip sev- 
eral times by your publication: that of the maltreatment of foreign workers by their 
employers. 

If I truly believe in a God who is merciful, just, compassionate and above all, loving. 


could I not somehow’ be touched by that belief and create some effect on the way I look 
at life, for example, in the way I relate with other people outside my family members or 
clan? 

The accounts of several cases of maltreatment by employers of their foreign workers that 
I’ve read and heard about have brought tears to ray eyes. 

Christians have begun the prayer season of Advent in preparation for Christmas, while 
Muslims are fasting in the Holy moath of Ramadan. It Is fitting at this point therefore to. 
invite the reader to think over her/his u tuque personal relationship with God. Is my God- 
merciful, compassionate and loving with me? If so. then why am I not likewise with oth- 
ers? 


Caroline GranS 
Marfa.. 


To the editor: 

PLEASE ALLOW us to submit our comments on your article “Government intends to: 
raise fine to JD3 for maids who do not renew work permits'' (Dec. 23, 1998) _ 

To our knowledge, “work permits" are governed by Article ( 12) of the 1996 Labour Law, 
which provides that non-Jordanians must obtain one-year, renewable work penults prior- 
to employment The law provides that the ministry of labour shall charge t£e employer 

3 u the WOrk P™ 11 for domestic helpers, gardeners! ’ 

cooks and the like, which will be determined by restrictions 

The law also provides that employers shall be penalised, by a minimum of JD50 for 
every month, if a non-Jordanian employee is found in violation of the law 
We submit that the employee, the employer and the government (Ministry of Labourt- 
are interrelated when it comes to this issue. y - 

We believe that the 1996 Labour Law is a very modem and enlightened piece of legis- 
lation. As such, it is more of a catalogue of employee rights and employer obligations, 

Sbo'SS pr0m0te nShtS taere *“ of the vast “ a J' ori 'y Of society, the; 

Another poult noticed in the article is the comment by one labour official that “out of 
one rmffion guest workers only 117.000 have rectified their situation " 

If we are to calculate that there are some 880,000 “illegal" • r 

the JD300 work permit fee per employee i .^es, 1 workers m Jordan * eD 

sury of JD264 million for onVyeS : *° “ UnreaIlsed “ come to ^ . 

If we calculate the amount of overdue income from the TDsn , , 

further unrealised income to the treasury of JD528 milfon for nn^ ^ 

ms means a total of JD792 million savings on >ear ‘ „ , - 

the treasury. 5 pan of the employers, but a loss to 

The so-called “amnesty" for overdue labourers will hen^fir , ... 'ul- 

government and bring untold inconvenience to foreign wo r l:^ P OyerS ' bW P rc J udlcett,e ' 
Our interpretation of the 1996 Labour Law and ir* 

wrong. But it is hoped that this comment can serve Sp £ l raa * 

matter and discussion thereon in the interest of ail conamed *** ,C awareness of ^ 


Jaime E. Calana 
Embassy of the Philippines ' 
Amman — 
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Excavations identify more ancient town remains at Aqaba, 
including earliest Nabataean-Roman settlement 
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(Editor ”s note-' This is the second of 
w articles on the latest excava- 
tioRS at Aqaba ; the first article 
appeared in yesterday’s Jordan 
Times.) 


.THE TOWN of Alla was fortified, or 
probably le-fortified, in the 4th or 
5riz century AD by a substantia] city 
wall with projecting rectangular tow- 
ers. These fortifications might be 
associated with the 10th Fretensj.s 
Lesion of Roman troops that moved 
Kf Aila in 300 AD and remained 
there from until at least the early 5th 
century AD. With 1000 troops and 
their families, they would have rep- 
resented a substantial injection into 
[be local economy. 

The Roman-Byzantine fortifica- 
tion wall, which averaged 1 . 1 -to- 1 .4 
metres thickness and was preserved 
to a height of four metres in some 
places, has been uncovered along a 
total length of over 1 20 metres. The 
lack of internal structures in the 
[owerportion of the towers suggests 
[he towers were intended only as ele- 
vated fighting platforms. 

The fortifications seem to have 
fallen into disrepair by the Late 
Byzantine period (6th/early 7th Cen- 
times AD), when mudbrick and 
stone structures were built over the 
wall in places. In the 7th Century AD 
the wall was extensively robbed of 
its stones, which were used as build- 
ing material for the new Early Islam- 
ic’ urban quarter immediately to the 
soadi-east of Roman-Byzantine 
Mia. The earlier site continued to be 
inhabited, though, as indicated by 
several excavated domestic areas 
dating, from the Late Byzantine. 
Umayyad, and early Abbasid peri- 
ods. 

Late Byzantine and early Islamic 
(Umayyad and Abbasid) remains 
excavated just north of the shoreline, 
around the coraiche street, include 
mudbrick domestic complexes of 
several rooms built around a paved 
courtyard, located on both sides of a 
street (beneath the street was a 
stbne-Iined well fed by a ceramic 
drainpipe from the street). Associat- 
ed arti factual remains include com- 


mon ware pottery, glass, animal 
bones, domestic lawabeen. and some 
industrial install aliens (clay mixing 
pits j. 

The evidence suucesis io dig 
director Dr S. Thomas Parker of 
North Carolina Stale University 
lU.S.) that there may have been 
domestic and/or industrial “suburbs" 
outside the early Islamic city walls, 
some ot which stood on the site of 
the former Roman/Byzantine town 
and continued to use the street plan 
of the earlier town. One such area 
was abandoned afier the 8th Century 
and was used as a municipal dump 
by the new Islamic town. Four 
metres of Umayyad and Abbasid 
remains in this area indicate that the 
Byzantine town continued to be 
extensively occupied well into the 
Islamic era. No evidence of Fatimid 
period habitation has been found in 
the excavation areas outside the 
Islamic era walls tas were found 
inside Islamic era Ay I a next doon. 
probably reflecting the slow decline 
and shrinking of the town in the 
Fatimid period. 



A long stretch of the Byzantine town wall that was uncovered this year. 



A mudbrick wall from a house dat- 
ing from the 1st Century AD 
Nabataean/Roman era settlement at 
Aqaba (Photos by Rami G. Khouri) 


An important find this year was a 
fragmentary Greek inscription (from 
the Byzantine periodj that was on a 
stone used to line a drain inside an 
Umayyad period building. The name 
"AILA’’ is clearly visible in the text, 
the first time the name of the ancient 
town has been found there. 

From the information obtained so 
far from the excavations, the 
Nabataean- Roman- Byzantine city's 
economy is known to have com- 
prised a combination of metalwork- 
ing and ceramics industries, exten- 
sive trade with East Mediterranean 
partners, and some local agriculture 
and fishing. The economy also bene- 
fited from holy pilgrim traffic. 
Roman- Byzantine military payrolls, 
and perhaps inflows of livestock 
from surrounding pastoral areas, he 
added. 

Regional trade is attested by many 
red wares (plates and dishes) origi- 
nating from Turkey. Egypt. Cyprus 
and Tunisia, as well as amphorae 
(shipping jarsj. Commodities front 
east and west that passed through the 
port-town included wine, oil. garuni 
(fish sauce), grain, glass, marble, 
metal, spices, stone vessels, and lux- 
ury' goods. 

the overall results of the project to 
date suggest that a flourishing 


Nabataean town existed at Aqaba by- 
tile 1st Century B.C.. with prosperity 
defining the expansion of the settle- 
ment in Late Roman years (2nd to 
early 4ih Century). The Byzantine 
town continued to enjoy prosperity, 
but shifted its location towards the 
south-east while maintaining wide- 
spread international commercial 
contacts. The late 4th and 5th cen- 
turies seem to be a period of some 
turbulence in the city s history, to 
judge by the rather hurried and hap- 
hazard building of the town wall and 
the abandonment of what seems to 
have been a major church. Perhaps 
regional threats (Saracens?) or inter- 
nal Byzantine revolts explain this. 

The later Byzantine history of Aila 
in the late 5th to early 7th Century' is 
not clear, for most remains from this 
period are buried beneath the struc- 
tures of the early Islamic town but 
the economy appears to have 
remained buoyant thanks to persis- 
tently strong international commer- 
cial contacts. The city wall appears 
to go our of use in the 6th Century, 
and the transition to Islamic rule and 
culture seems peaceful, with evi- 
dence of continued use and revitali- 
sation of parts of the former Byzan- 
tine town outside the Islamic town 
walls. By the 10th Century AD. the 


Roman-Bvzantine town seems to 
have come to the end of its ancient 
history, as adjacent medieval Islam- 
ic Ayla declined during the Fatimid 
period and was eclipsed by other, 
more formidable urban centres in 
the region. 

Dr Parker stressed the cooperation 
he received from the Aqaba Region 
Authority, which has altered some 
city development masterplans in 
order to preserve antiquities that 
were discovered by the project. 

The survey 

The 1994-98 survey of the southern 
Wadi Araba has recorded a total of 
334 ancient 'sites/ w'iih the periods 
best represented by arti facts being 
the Chalcolithic. Early Bronze. Early 
Roman/Nabataean, and Late Roman. 
Among the new discoveries in the 
last two seasons are a segment of a 
paved, three-metre- wide ancient 

road south of Ghrandal, an ancient 
stone quarry near a small, unexcavat- 
ed. late 2nd Century AD Roman fort 
north of Aqaba, and uninscribed 
milestones. Most of the sites identi- 
fied in the survey were probably 
nomadic campsites, along with some 
cemeteries, stone rings, and stone 
cairns (probably grave markers), and 
some facilities that mav have ser- 



viced or protected traffic in the Wadi 
.Araba. 

The Roman Aqaba Project has 
been sponsored by North Carolina 
State University and is affiliated with 
the American Schools of Oriental 
Research < ASOR), and the American 
Centre of Oriental Research i ACOR ) 
in Amman. Funding has come from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the National Geograph- 
ic Society, the Joukowsky Family 
Foundation, the Lockheed Martin 
Corporation, the Samuel H. Kress 
Foundation. North Carolina Slate 
University, the Kvle-Kelso Founda- 
tion, and several private donors {a II 
from the USA), with the cooperation 
and support of the Jordanian Depart- 
ment of Antiquities and the Aqaba 
Regional Authority. The Depanmem 
of Antiquities representative on the 
dig is Ms. Sawsan Fakhry. 



Map of modem Aqaba showing the ancient and medieval settlement 
sites. 





Kuwait’s ‘aristocrat’ tigers 
move to luxury new home 


Nonviolent community demands 
weapons to protect animals 
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By Luke Phillips 

j Agence France Presse 

[AS THE WORLD Wide Fund for Nature 
I (WWF) marks its Year for the Tiger, two pom- 
I pered Bengal tigers have been rehoused in lux- 
1 iay. surroundings in a quiet suburb of Kuwait 
itify. 

j The secure new home of the “aristocrat’ 

i tigers, which were bom in 

; captivity in Bahrain and 
: Britain but have been 
[ raided together in Kuwait, 

: boasts an air-conditioned 
; dm, aplay area, a scraich- 
j ingtoee and a pool. 

I Fuad and Whsmia Abul, 
i*e owners of Michael 
! and Suraya, have become 
! minor celebrities in 
Kuwait since taking in the 
amah as cubs some six 
| years ago, and people the 
j 'wrid over seek their 
j adrice on tearing tigers, 
i Fuad puts the special 
j relationship that has been 
; fostered between the 
' Kuwaiti couple and the 
i bgex* down to time invest- 
I TOW, .patience, and quite 
j simply, love. 


‘Only five 
subspecies of 
tiger remain in 
the world, three 
now extinct after 
excessive habitat 
loss, poaching, 


growing human 
populations and 
the expanded 

(uvc. . . i _ 

, Fuad's dhvaniya. where trad© PI tlOGT P8TIS 
; his friends meet to talk, ^ 


gt and play cards, is for traditional 

| m dicatrve of the devotion 
j j* stows the tigers. 

[ Ccuntfcss photographs of 
I ^ pair adorn the walls. 


medicines’ 


In the case of Michael and Suraya, Lewis 
agreed that they would do no one any good by 
being released into the wild. 

‘TTiey simply would not survive. Suraya is a 
circus throvv-ouLThey have both been bom into 
captivity. The important thing is that they 
receive heart-fell human contact," the vet said. 

The tigers are already the average age for a 
non-captive tiger, and are expected to live for 

much longer. Michael’s 

father lived until 22. 

Lewis, a partner in die 
British-based 
International Zoo Veteri- 
nary Group, which deals 
with wild animals world- 
wide. oversaw the suc- 
cessful relocation of the 
huge beasts to their new 
larger cage within the 
Abuls' compound. 

“They are unique ani- 
mals in an extraordinary 
situation," he told AFP. 
"They have ;in incredible 
bond with Fuad and Was- 
mia.” 

“Don’t forget that they 
remain predatory animals, 
and you still hear tales ot 
ringmasters and zoo- 
keepers being mauled and 
killed." Lewis said. 

“Last year, for instance. 
Wasmia helped hand 
deliver Suraya's cubs. In a 
normal zoo-like environ- 


i ■ *wiu uiw »»vuw. 

T spend more time with the tiger* than f do 
Wjj my three sons,” he said. 

I Their release into the wild or even a zoo is 

j *»ffed .at 

| Tqbe released into tbe wild, they would first- 
j v have to be trained how to hunt" said visiting 
I vet John Lewis. 

; Tigers normally join the hunt ai eight weeks, 
are taught to hunt by their mothers at six 
! booths, and can feed themselves at 1 6 months. 


mem. a keeper would go 
nowhere near a pregnant 
tioer for at least one week after it had given 
birth.” said Lewis. 

-In this case, the blind cubs struggled over to 
Wasmia and it was she who fed them. Sueh 
mist from a big game cat is unheard of.” he 
added. 

Similarly, when Suraya was sick earlier inis 
year. Wasmia spent nine full days in the cage 
nursing the 1 14-kilqgrainme tiger back to 
health. 

Lewis, said die tigers suffered no dietary deh- 


, - — I owis.saiuUieugen*suiicicuiiuu]cuuj utn- 

P 6 * , at ciencies and that their dental health, subsidised 

I life in the jungle is a knife e * ca | c j um tablets, was surprisingly good 
| Det 'woi survival and death/’ Lewis said. . -i. — — u - c, t— — ~-- 

tigers no longer eat fresh meat anyway, 
interjected. “It’s only sliced cooked meat 
^ earned cat food for them" .; [s 

j importantly, you have to remove ui WWF estimates there are onlv 5.1 00 to 

I for the tiger’s decline before nrmtroduc- decr> . |odav a 95 p, r cent decrease since 

; ^°®>esticaled tigers to the wild, Lewis ^ century, in 14 countries. 

Timers are covered by a Convention on 


"However, they will never be fir. Tigers exer- 
cise in two ways, hunting and patrolling, two 
things taken away from them in captivity/ 


jad(kd 

Tbe WWF says only five subspecies of tiger 
tena ^rin the world, three now extinct after 
hahiiar loss, poaching, growing 
T^ paxilatioos and the “expanded trade in 

USfrTVMn ^ i-.- v . 


International Trade in Endangered Species, but 
the WWF savs a tiger skeleton can still fetch the 
equivalent of 10 years’ salary in some pans of 
Asia 


By M.R. Narayan Svvamy 

Agt ncc France Presse 

A 5IO-\'EAR-OLD Hindu community which swears 
by non-violence against any living being now wants 
weapons to save endangered wildlife from fellow 
humans. 

Since top Indian movie siars were charged with 
killing protected deer near this desert village in the 
northern state of Rajastlian about two months ago, the 
Bi.vh/joi community has gone on a virtual war footing. 

.And their anger is aiuacting the attention of local 
politicians seeking the Bishnw vote in stale elections 
next week 

“Enough is enough." said Arjun Ram, 76. a commu- 
nity leader at this sprawling village of about b.OOU peo- 
ple. “Our (bum boo J sticks are no match for trigger- 
happy hunters. 

‘The government must give us guns. Only then we 
can put an end to this menace of hunting once and for 
all." 

Ram. a famier. said he knew the demand for weapons 
went against the Bishnoi community’s 29 founding 
principles, which include a pledge not to kill any living 
creature. 

“We are helpless." lie said in an interview, seated at a 


village square and surrounded by some 100 young and 
eldeiiy men. 

“We don’t want any hunting here, and that is the bot- 
tom line.” 

The Bishnois are a legendary sect in parts of northern 
and western India and have laid down their lives trying 
to protect animals and trees. 

Legend has it that 294 men and 69 women from the 
Bishnoi community either killed themselves or were 
hacked to death when they tied themselves to trees 
which a local king wanted chopped near here in 1730. 

In the past decade, an unknown number of Bishnois 

— the estimates range from half-a-dozen 10 aboui 20 

— have been shot dead by burners who frequently 
•sneak into forests here in search of deer. 

This pan of Rajasthan is home to several hundred 
species of Jeer, including tbe rare black buck, one of 
which was shot in the movie-star hunt. 

Many of the deer live around Buda Bishnoiyan and 
are a great draw' for both Indian and Western tourists. 

But things have changed since the five Indian movie 
stars — two men and three women — allegedly hunt- 
ed and killed some deer over several nights in Septem- 
ber-Oeiober. 

Only one of the actors was formally arrested, and he 
was swiftly released on bail. 


Now villagers have turned against visitors and 
tourists, believing some of them might be studying the 
area by day in order to hunt at night. 

"The killing of any bini or animal is prohibited in our ■ 
community,” said Rxmara Chand Bishnoi, a 78-year- • 
old lawmaker in Rajasthan. "No wonder the birds and 
animals live in peace in Bishnoi areas. 

“Evety year at least one Bishnoi dies fighting 
hurneis," he said. 

The Bishnois are bitter with the regional Hindu 
nationalist government for not strongly pursuing the . 
charges against the movie stars. 

And with elections to pick a local government in the 
stale only a week away, the bitterness is expected to 
cost the nationalists dearly. 

"It is a campaign issue." said lawmaker Poonam , 
Chand Bishnoi. 

Added Swamp Ram Bishnoi. also a farmer "For 
once we have come to understand clearly that the gov- 
ernment's so-called pledges to protect the wildlife is : 
nothing but a three. 

"We are disappointed the actors seem to have got 
away lightly.” ; 


Dhaka zoo saves first elephant calf 


By Shehab Ahmed 

Rowers 


SULTANA'S IRON fenced world may 
be small and lacking in greenery hit al 
IcuM it lias given her a chance to survive. 

She is the first distressed elephant call 
plucked from the wild to be raised by 
Bangladesh's Dhaka Zoo and already 
she is showing signs of recovery. 

Hud site not been taken there by forest 
rangers. Sultana mighi have been 
slaughtered by poachers, .sharing die J’aie 
of thousands of other elephants. Site was 
just a few days old when she was found 
in October. 

Despile government pledges to con- 
serve Bangladesh's dwindling elephant 
population, a protection law drafted in 
1974 remains lamely ineffective. 

Under the watchful eye of zoo vets 
who named her. Sultana spends most of 
her time sleeping. 

It is food ihal gels Iter mosi excited, 
and visitors sometimes get her a little 
annoyed, British- trained vet Begum 
Nurjahan told Reuters. 

"By December 3 site weighed 105 kg 
and had grown 1 7 cm." Nurjahan said. 

Sultana weighed only 65 kg when she 
was found abandoned, deep in 
Bangladesh's south-eastern Chittagong 


Hill Tracts, bordering India and Myan- 
mar, she stud. 

Nurjahan has become something of a 
surrogate mother, making time to play 
with her as well as 10 feed her. 

"I feed her pasteurised milk laced with 
rice powder and vitamins six times a 
day." she said 

"And the results arc visible and posi- 
tive." Zoo curator Muhbubur Rahman 
added: "Wlien the baby is not sleeping 
she apparently looks for her mother.” 
Sultana was abandoned by her family as 
farmers drove them away from grazing 
in rice fields. 

Rahman said he was not happy when 
forest department officials telephoned 
him to help save the abandoned calf. 

Nursing an elephant to health and 
keeping her going would surely be an 
uphill task 

“It was the first time we’ve faced the 
problem of nursing a baby elephant. The 
calf seemed to be only three to four days 
old when she was found stuck in a pool 
of water in October," he said 

Forest dwellers had waited two days 
before calling for help, confident that the 
caJfs cries would attract its mother. 

But her mother had either gone too far 
away or was too frightened to return, 
Rahman quoted one forest ranger as say- 


ing. 

"Hesitantly, we decided to bring her to 
Dhaka She had to walk five kilometres 
to the nearest highway to ride a van for 
another 435 km journey to the zoo,” 
Rahman said 

“When Sultana arrived al the zoo on 
Octoter 28 Iter condition was far from 
satisfactory. She was suffering from 
diarrhoea still in shock and refusing to 
take anything." “But she started 
responding to care and treatment soot 
and now we are hoping that she will sur- 
vive." he added. 

Dhaka Zoo had done a great job nurs- 
ing Sultana to health despite the zoo’s 
limitations, said Anisuzzaman Khan, an 
elephant specialist from the International 
Union of Conservation of Namre 
(IUCNj. 

“But a baby elephant is dependant on 
its mother’s milk for up to IS months,” 
Khan said 

•‘After some time in caplhity it should 
be released in the wild again so it can cry 
to find its real mother," he added 

But illegal poaching remains the 
biggest obstacle to returning Sultana to 
the jungle. 

Only 450 Asian elephants roamed the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts area according to 
a 1992 survey by the HJCN and World 


Wide Fund for Nature. At least 22 have 
died since then. 

"Their number is depleting as pouch- . 
ers hunt tusks for ivory and sometimes ■ 
also kill others in the herds." he said. 

Poaching w ; as more frequent close to 
the Myanmar border, he said. 

‘There they lake away everything — • 
skin, meat and even the toenails of the 1 
elephants.” 

Elephants are facing an increasingly : 
hand time trying to eke out an existence 1 
in their natural habitat. Khan said. 

With farmers encroaching further and 
further into the forest and with the spec- j 
tre of poachers still kwming. die animals 1 
were fighting an almost losing battle, he ‘ 
said | 

Bulelephanis have hit btek. trampling j 
homes, destroying rice fields and killing . 
more than 30 people in south-eastern 1 
Bangladesh in recent years. : 

Forest officials say poachers and land- : 
mines planted by Myanmar to curtail the | 
movement of separatist militants along ■ 
its border with Bangladesh have been to j 
blame. Some poachers are believed to | 
come from across the bonder, although i 
Bangladeshis are also involved j 
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Saudi Arabia opens oil and gas Syrian, Lebanese rivis agree 
industries to all nationalities implement customs agreeme 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia said Monday it 
would place - no restric- 
tions on the nationalities., 
of compamejpwtthm'^fb ‘ 
invest in the kingdoms 
oil and gassectoK..' “ 

“Investment king- 
dom’s oil aod gi^sedtors " 
is J ike any other invest- 
ment in other fields, not 
limited to any nariohali- ’ 
ty," said Saudi Oil Minis- 
ter Ibrahim Aii Ben A! 
Naimi. 

“The basic criterion is 
that such companies' 
offers should be obvious- 
ly feasible .and of benefit 
to the kingdofiT-ahd - its:_ 
national economy.*’ said 
Naimi. quotetTby the offi- 
cial SPA news agency. 


Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz 
made overtures to U.S. oil 
companies during a trip to 
' Washington in October. 

urging them to invest in 
-exploiting the kingdom's 
; huge untapped reserves of 
'oil' arid gas. 

The plea for foreign 
investment has been trig- 
gered by tumbling oil 
prices, which have fallen 
to around eight dollars 
per barrel. 18 years after 
Saudi Arabia nationalised 
its oil industry. 

Plummeting crude 
prices have knocked 
about a quarter off the 
staff's expected oil. rev- 
enues, and 1 8 per cent off 
total revenues, according 


to a Saudi British Bank 
report issued last month. 

Analysts say the plea to 
the vast U.S. oil giants 
was made in a bid to dis- 
courage them from devel- 
oping new sources of 
crude elsewhere, notably 
the Caspian. 

The drop has severely 
limited energy develop- 
ment programmes, 

notably in the gas sector, 
said Naji Abi Aad, a 
senior advisor at French- 
based Observatoire 
Mediterranean de L’En- 
ergie. at a conference in 
Dubai earlier this month. 

U.S. firms involved in 
the investment talks 
included Mobil Corp„ 
Exxon Corp.. Chevron 


Corp. and Texaco Inc., all 
partners of Saudi Arabia 
before nationalisation, as 
well as Conoco. Arco and 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 

The projects under offer 
include the development 
of ageing oil fields as 
well as the gas sector, 
where investment is pro- 
jected to reach four bil- 
lion dollars between 1997 
and 2001. 

Saudi Arabia is the 
world’s largest oil pro- 
ducer with daily produc- 
tion of eight million bar- 
rels per day and proven 
reserves of 261 billion 
barrels. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Syria 
and Lebanon announced 
Monday that a customs 
agreement between the 
two countries, originally 
concluded last February, 
will come into force on 
January 1. 

The announcement fol- 
lowed three hours of 
talks between Syrian 
Prime Minister Mahmud 
A1 Zoubi and his 
Lebanese counterpan 
Salim Hoss on fineruning 
the accord. 

Ministers of finance, 
economy, trade and 
industry' from the two 
countries also took part 
in the discussions. 

Hoss told journalists 


the agreement was "a 
step forward in strength- 
ening relations'* between 
the two countries, which 
have had a friendship and 
cooperation treaty since 
1991. 

“We believe our eco- 
nomic relations with 
Syria should be an exam- 
ple for relations between 
Arab countries and be 
regarded as a step 
towards the establish- 
ment of an Arab common 
market in the face of the 
challenges of globalisa- 
tion.” he said 

For his pan, Zoubi 
stressed the importance 
of following up the 
agreement, savins other 


projects were still under 
consideration, including 
transport and the supply 
of electricity to Lebanon. 

He also mentioned the 
possibility of establish- 
ing joint investment com- 
panies, in both the public 
and private sectors. 

He also stressed that it 
was important for Beirut 
and Damascus to coordi- 
nate their relations with 
the European Union. 

The new agreement 
envisages an initial 25 
per cent reduction in cus- 
toms duties on both 
countries* industrial 
goods, and progressive 
lowering of the taxes 
until they are eliminated 
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Panel proposes Bank 
of Israel monetary board 


Iran economic 
woes hit tax-free 
Kish island — IRNA 


JERUSALEM (R) — 
An Israeli government- 
appointed panel said on 
Monday it recommend- 
ed establishing a mone- 
tary board to oversee 
Bank of Israel policy. 

The committee, which 
was formed to recom- 
mend changes . to the 
Bank of Israel 'Law, 
also called for rhe 
bank’s chief goal to be 
defined as stability for 
prices and in the finan- 
cial marlcets .^jt . said 
othef' : - 

should be's^eoSdar*^ .* 


“The Bank of Israel 
should have complete 
independence in choos- 
ing monetary tools and 
applying them for the 
purpose of obtaining 
the goal of price stabil- 
ity and ensuring stabili- 
ty in the financial sys- 
tem.** the committee 
said in a report. 

The recommendations 
come amid mounting 
criticism of the central 
bank and its governor. 
Jacob. Frenkel, for pur- 
suing a tough monetary 
line at the expense of 


economic growth. 

The panel said the 
monetary board, which 
would set interest rates, 
would be composed of 
five members and 
chaired by the gover- 
nor. 

It said the member- 
ship. which would 
include a neudy-created 
position of deputy gov- 
ernor. should ~ be 
appointed by the gov- 
ernment in coordina- 
tion with the governor. 
Members would be 
economists. 


dATtyAr z t W.W.W.ens.com jo/Galleria 



TEHRAN (R) — Many 
Iranian holiday-makers, 
hit by an economic slow- 
down after a slump in oil 
prices, are staying away 
from Iran's duty-free 
island of Kish in the Gulf. 

Kish airport head Hasson 
Baniadam. quoted by 
Iran's news agency IRNA 
on Monday, said most 
flights to the holiday and 
shopping island were can- 
•celled at the weekend due 
to the low number of pas- 
sengers. 

Baniadam said domestic 
carriers Kish Air. Asse- 
rtion. Mahan. Caspian, and 
Sahan had cancelled 
flights to Kish, it said. 

“He i Baniadam) further 
said that the flights to the 
island from Kerman and 
Ahvaz have been suspend- 
ed until further notice due 
to the low number of pas- 
sengers,*' IRNA said. 

“The drop in the number 
of visitors to Kish has cost 
the businesses in the 


island dearly,” the agency 
added. 

A continued fall in the 
number of visitors would 
be a blow to Iran's efforts 
to build up the island into 
a shopping and holiday 
resort and free trade zone 
able to compete with Gulf 
Arab states across the 
Gulf. 

Analysts said Iran's eco- 
nomic recession had cut 
demand for electronic 
appliances. designer 
clothes and luxury goods 
imported from Kish. 

A recent fall in the value 
of the Iranian rial against 
hard currencies has also 
made the goods too expen- 
sive for many consumers, 
the analysts said. 

Iran, the world’s third 
largest oil exporter, has 
been badly hit by the cur- 
rent fall in oil prices. 
Tehran relies on crude 
exports for SO per cent of 
its hard currency eamines. 
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India and Sri Lanka sign 
landmark free-trade accord 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India and Sri Lanka signed 
an historic free-trade agree- 
ment here Monday to pave 
the way for the scrapping of 
tariffs between the two 
countries. 

Visiting Sri Lankan Presi- 
dent Chandrika Kumaratun- 
cu and Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee signed the 
accord after holding talks 
on the pact for 30 minutes. 


The agreement, the first 
of its kind in South Asia, 
will come into effect begin- 
ning in March, Indian Com- 
merce Secretary P.P. Prabhu 
said. 

He said the accord pro- 
vided for phasing out of all 
tariffs over a three-year 
period by India and the dis- 
mantling of tariffs by Sri 
Lanka over an eight-year 
period. 
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ACROSS . fe' b IT 

1 Deep crack 

6 Baldwin <3t • . « 

Guinness ' — . 

10 Actress Artefifr u 

14 Ruffled pride 3-- 

151n ve rites 

16 Brainchild'.. - ■■p - 1 

17 Caribbean - ■HL 

[stand . l»~j® . 

—16 To artremefc. - -n*. v-**-*- — . 

20 Frequ»tr'-^-^^P 
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Minnesota - Erf BV 

22 Snarl . - J L- ■■ 

23 Rhythmic ^ p 
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24 Acuity f r 14 

26 Scent ••• „ — 

29 DSncer De 

Mille so 

30 Strong winds 

31 D iimb-struck M I 

stale —I 

34 Laws, briefly 57 1 

35 Gitowrepf the “ 1 
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GOOD M0RNIN6..UI0ULP 
YOU LIKE TO BUY A 
HAN P- PRAWN PICTURE 
OF SANTA CLAUS? 


THE BETTER HALF 
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By Glasbergofl 


I ASSUME FROM YOUR 
RESPONSE THAT YOU'RE 
NOT INTERESTED.; 


Andy Capp 


1st lu t ■M53 


NBA 

36 6/6/44 
remembrance- ■ 

37 Mormdn abbr. 

38 1986 0sca^.';-' 
winner Dianne 

39 Border - 
shrubbfery- ■ 

40 Cherfy bidbdyi .. 

42 The Courtship. 

45 Frontofashqp- 

46 Take the job 


Rosemont, PA 

5 Rubeola 
■. 6 Severn 
tributary 
. 7 Tyler'or 
■ UHmann 
8 . Chemical suffix 
■ 9 Retinues 
10 Fterftyof 
'quintuplets 
TfTtoSm 


47 Colorado pea k " 12 iMg t wteb ariw- 


50 Alpine flower 

53 Healer-pref. . 

54 Ancient fertility 
god 

55 Portico of 
ancient Greece 

56 Writer Gertrude 

57 ’ WeJTfhat 

Ends WeUV 

58 Offshoot group. 

59 Concise 

□OWN 

1 Figures ’ 
experts: aBbri. 

2 Trumpeter Af'‘ 7 
JS -Scuba gear : * 
1 4 Sinfcsbetew; - 

norewF'"*: 


13 Loads up 
19 Marriage 
announcement 
21 And so forth: 

ohhr 

24 Coffee _ (get- 
together) 

25 Prehistoric 
stone toof 

26 NoWeman 

27 Added years 

28 Female 
monster 

31 Rehyd rates 

32 Carry on 
; 33 Ogter 

35- lightness 
36 Devoid of 
s-irthebftan*s 
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BBBB 00QD BBC3DB 
□BBBBCHDBQBBBDBD 
DBQOB DHBQ BDBB 

bob ana qbdbqb 

BBE3 BQBD ■ 
BBBBBaBBDGIBBQOB 
nQ0m aaDH □□□□□ 
□BIQIl QDBQ □□□□□ 
BHOa BQEIB BDDDB 
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If you drink beer from a glass, ifs BTcf 

*L°J n y ?, u ' ,f you drink a bowl,nv 
then it s soup and it*s good for you. 0 ■ 
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SWEET-7AUC. 
THE HARD BBT 
FJ&KTWILLBE 
SETTING HIM , 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles. 

one letter to each square, to 
lorm lour ordinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WOROj^^ i 

by Henri AmaW«ntfW» 4 

f Congratutations bvmLJI j 


38 Surviving wifo 

39 Heavenly 
musician? 

40 Tolls 

41 New Deal a gey. 

42 Queen of the 
Bible 

43 Of ocean 
motion 


44 Of acreage 
47 Coll, senior's 
exam 

46 Speaker of the 
Halt of feme 
49 Top of the Mne 

51 Inhabitant of: 
suff. 

52 Assn. 


HiBa 

■ wSmmi 



Answer: A 


Yesterdays 


Now arrange toe Wtwou.iMvr' vj. 
form the surprise answer, as suy 
gested by the above carlooA 


<T, ,1 iv yn , 

(Answers twnorw ! 

i“™” : friar frieze.- HS-Uft! 

• 7ougn to get trom a crooked cab 
A FAIR FARE 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Central Bank outlines monetary policy , 
measures implemented during this year 


Hong Kong’s business climate Four banks raising 
to stay poor next year — survey $600m for UAE 

HONG KONG (AFP) — period to the end of 2001. per cent expect the econo- t(&IOCOfT^ OOIT1 pdllV 

Hnnu Kt'inu'v hf Ivinas, si I'li- Thl< klinvu tunc mo .A A.A.H ni-n In Famf ■ » 


** IN A memorandum presented to the 
Lower House of Parliament, the Centra] 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) outlined the Mone- 
ts .policy and measures it undertook 
during 199S and indicated that, us a result 
oftbe Konomic slowdown which started 
three years ago, the CBJ was over bur- 
dened and had to exert more efforts to 
maintain monetary stability and dinar 
convertibility. 

jhe CBJ highlighted a new facility 
which was started in March when it 
a(fij#cd banks to make overnight dinar 
deposits at the Central Bank so long as the 
deposits .are no less than JD1 million. 
Another achievement highlighted by the 
CBJ was its success in using the available 
monetary tools to confront the pressure of 
•higt demand for dollars due to the unsta- 
ble political situation in the region. "The 
comfortable level of foreign exchange at 
tie Central Bank has enabled it to meet 
th^ needs. of the local market for foreign 
iittiiency without delay or administrative 
measures on movement of funds and 
without affecting the convertibility of the 
(four,” the memorandum said. 

In order to provide suitable financing to 
productive sectors, the £BJ extended an 
additional JD30 million of credits at a 
preferential 6.5 percent interest rate to the 
Industrial Development Bank to bring the 
total to JD40 million. Another JD10 mil- 
lion were extended by the CBJ to the 
Agricultural Credit Corporation at a pref- 
erential 5.25 per cent interest rate to bring 
the total to JD20 million. Alongside the 
aforementioned credits, the Central Bank 
said it extends credit lines to commercial 
banks to encourage national exports. The 
interest rate on these credits stand at 


seven per cent, two percentage points 
below the nine per cent rediscount rate. 

In the area of legislative reform, ihc 
Central Bank finalised a new banking law 
and another for setting up an institution 
lor guaranteeing deposits. Both laws are 
currently being reviewed at the Bureau of 
Legislation. 

Within the framework of developing 
and activating the conrrol and supervision 
regulations on the hanking institutions, 
the Central Bank took a number of mea- 
sures in 1998 to control risks emanating 
from credit concentration and to build 
allocations/reserves to face doubtful debts 
in addition to adupring international 
accounting standards and accounting dis- 
closures. 

Moreover, the CBJ adopted the compre- 
hensive and internationally-accepted 
methods to evaluate the position of banks 
in terms of capital, assets, management, 
profitability and liquidity besides imple- 
menting the concepts of comprehensive 
control to include the field inspection of 
all brandies of bank inside and outside 
the Kingdom. "The bank took the neces- 
sary preparations to receive the periodic 
banking information from the banks elec- 
tronically in order to consolidate the con- 
trol process." the memorandum said. 

To face the "year 2000 problem," die 
CBJ has readied an integrated working 
programme on the internal level on the 
one hand and on the level of the banking 
system on the other hand. A higher coun- 
cil formed by the CBJ to develop a con- 
temporary payments system that would be 
quiek. accurate and cost -efficient has for- 
mulated a strategy and a mechanism for 
its implementation. 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong's business cli- 
mate is expected to remain 
poor jn 1999 amid the terri- 
tory's economic woes, and 
is expected to improve sub- 
stantially only by 2001. 
according to the results of a 
survey released here Mon- 
day. 

The survey, carried out by 
the Hong Kong General 
Chamber of Commerce, 
showed that 66 per cent of 
the 55 1 respondents 
believed business condi- 
tions would be "poor to 
very poor" in the New Year. 

Just one per cent of 
respondents, ail of whom 
were members of die cham- 
ber. said business condi- 
tions would be very good, 
five per cent fell they 
would be good and 28 per 
cent said they would be sat- 
isfactory. 

But a majority of of the 
respondents believed busi- 
ness conditions would 
improve in 2000 and 2001 
in line with an uptick in the 
economy. 

Fifty-two per cent said 
they expected satisfactory 
business conditions 

through to the end of 200 1 . 
Fifty-seven per cent expect 
the economy to become 
stronger over the three-year 


period to the end of 2001. 

The survey was released 
as Hong Kong buttles its 
first recession in 13 years. 
The economy posted its 
biggest quarterly contrac- 
tion on record in the three 
months to September, 
shrinking 7.0 per cent. 

Unemployment has risen 
to a record 5.5 per cent in 
the three months to 
November, while major 
employers announce pay 
freezes almost daily. 

The poll found that 89 per 
cent of respondents blamed 
the poor economy on the 
fallout of the regional eco- 
nomic crisis sparked by the 
float of the Thai baht in 
July last year which 
crushed stock markets and 
currencies. 

However. 63 per cent of 
the respondents also 
blamed the policies of the 
government of Chief Exec- 
utive Tung Chee-hwa and 
59 per cent blamed cited a 
slowdown in China’s eco- 
nomic growth. 

Fifty- four per cent 
blamed the territory's woes 
on U.S. economic policies 
and 41 per cent on Japan. 

Only 18 per cent of 
respondents expect an 
expansion of economic 
activity next year, and eight 


per cent expect the econo- 
my to grow by two to four 
per cent. 

Ten per cent expected 
growth of one per cent, 1 6 
per cent expect zero 
growth. 20 per cent expect 
minus one per cent and 45 
per cent expect minus two 
to minus four per cent 
growth. 

A total of 77 per cent of 
3.800 member companies 
of the chamber, employing 
more than 1.5 million staff, 
said they will freeze spend- 
ing on pay in the coming 
year. 

Eighty-eight per cent of 
the respondents thought 
wage levels were too high 
and only 12 per cent said 
that they were “just right.” 

On employment plans. 1 1 
per cent expected staff lev- 
els to fall while 57 per cent 
expected no change. 

The survey also showed 
that most respondents 
expect very low consumer 
price inflation for the year 
ahead. 

Thirty-two per cent 
expect inflation to be nega- 
tive. 38 per cent expect 
zero inflation, 28 per cent 
expect inflation of up to 
four per cent and only two 
per cent expect more than 
four per cent. 


ABU DHABI, (AFP) — 
The Arab telecommunica- 
tions company Thuraya 
has instructed a consor- 
tium of four banks to 
arrange a S600 million 
loan, the press here report- 
ed Monday. 

Two banks from the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — the Abu Dhabi 
Islamic Bank and the 
Union National Bank — 
along with the French bank 
Societe Generale and ANZ 
of Australia make up the 
consortium, said a state- 
ment from Thuraya Satel- 
lite Telecommunications 
Company. 

The loan, to be paid back- 


over seven years, is to 
finance part of the cost of 
building and launching 
two geostationary satel- 
lites ordered from the U.S. 
company Hughes Space 
and Communications 
International for around 
one billion dollars in 1997. 

Thuraya is a joint ven- 
ture between around 15 
Arab companies, including 
Etisalat (26 per cent), Abu 
Dhabi Investment Compa- 
ny (20 per cent), Arabsat 
1 10 per cent) and Q-Tel of 
Qatar ( 10 percent). 

The company's first 
satellite is due to go into 
orbit in Mav 2000. 
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Number of shareholders 
in Germany rises in 1998 
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ARIESriMarch 21 to April 19) You've learned something 
difficult over the last few weeks, whether you wanted to or 
oof. 1 Now you’re going to Find life quite a bit easier, more fun 
anff more profitable. You’ve had to stick to a pretty tough 
regimen lately, but it looks like its made you stronger. Just 
do what needs to be done, and quickly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your horizons have broad- 
ened Looks like there's more available now than there was 
in the past few weeks. You’ve either had an increase in your 
income, or ail the sales or on. You could find some magnif- 
icent bargains if you're willing to go just a little further than 
usuaL Check out a place that has items for the home on sale. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Somebody's still pushing 
you to be accountable, follow rules, stick to a budget or 
something equally awful. You're in a good frame of mind for 
learning, however. You can Find the information you need il 
you look for it. The tough part is actually going something 
you’ve been resisting. Well, face up to it: you’re on the 
downhill slope. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Looks like there's a hassle 
at work, and you’ve been wondering whom to talk to about 
it. That’s where your friends come in. You just need some- 
body to listen to your side of the story. Once its been told, 
forget about it Don't carry a grudge. The situation can clear 

up almost by magic if you'll just let go of iL 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 > You're still attracting attention. 
In a way, these people simply admire your brilliance. In 
another way, they’re waiting for you to put up or shut up. Get 
the job done before it’s due and under budget. It means 
you'll hiave to push yourself, but that's OK. Now is a great 
time to do exactly that 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Sometimes you 
tirade its what you do that makes all the difference tor every- 
body. You do have a great impact on the people in your life, 
but there are other forces involved, too. Its not your fault it 
tilings don't go perfectly, and its also not entirely to your 
credit if they do. Today, your attitude makes a huge diffei- 
ehee. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You may have sur- 
prised yourself recently with your ability to wheel and deal. 
That's not something most Libras do. You re more likely to 
cave and let the other person have whatever he or she wants 
Tflday.you’ve got a bit of an edge. Give it one more try :ind 
stt.hdw far you can get. ... 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 1 Use new skiffs 
I you’ve acquired lately to pash yourselt up the ladder ot suc- 
cess. You’ve always been indispensable, but now 
aboca you is really setting you apart from the crowd Make 
sure the people who do the hiring and firing know what you 

Ifflow- by showing off just a little. .. . 

^GflTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 h )ouw 
always wanted adventure, excitement, distant horizons, new 
languages to leam and exotic foods to eat. Den t worry, 
ta be able to work some of that into your busy ^heduk. 
tot pmbably not today. Instead of straggling ° ver where you 
jn. relax and be there on purpose. You could make quite a 

S&fKs e . » » vs: 

you've been earning around is about to dissolve, its wen 
"taring yo™oaships with your fan, y and dorno- 
^environment It'll be easier to lake care of thtf and 
ti%elseyou can think of now. So don i dwell one 
epKes. Look around to see wftar new kind of o 

to tell you something, without using wewfe. 1 [ 
to^ugh innuendoes and gestures, a hint, a frown. s j . . 
3U supposed to add up to something significant- 

just corner^ out and ask. This puzzle * so t«n- 
Pto^red, you’D never figure it out on your ow n. 
^sIcFebnmry 20 to March 20) If you ^ew^eo- 
ffee'd be nothing left to study. right . . ^ 

Trrt^ S 35 ^>^8 couk ! £eL . “^nTSiuse that's the 
what.you delve into in depth, bet. . . .- cated> 

^^Ytta’reirL You need a subject so deep, so ^ P a j yy 
^fectriating, thar you'll never be able to mu. s 

BMr Stone of December. Turquoise - Zircon 


Russian 
jobless rate 
seen rising 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian economy ministry 
forecasts thar unemployment 
in the Russian Federation will 
rise by 7J percent by 2001 to 
more than 14 million people. 
ITAR-TASS lias reported. 

Quoting deputy economy 
minister Andrei Sharonov. the 
report said the number of peo- 
ple out of work was expected 
to go up from 8.4 million 
(11.6 per cent of the active 
population) now to 14.4 mil- 
lion people within the next 
three years. 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
German shareholders were 
not discouraged by the tur- 
bulence this year on the 
world's financial markets 
and the proportion of the 
population owning shares' 
increased in 1998. the DAI 
share institute said Mon- 
day. 

The results of □ survey 
commissioned by the insti- 
tute showed that more than 
4.5 million people in Ger- 
many owned shares in 
J 998. compared with 3.9 
million in 1997. 

And the ratio of share- 
holders to the overall popu- 
lation aged 14 and over 
increased to an average 7.1 
per cent in 1998 from 6.2 
per cent in 1997, the sur- 


vey showed. 

But "what was particular- 
ly pleasing was the 
increase in shareholder 
numbers in the second half 
of the year,” said DAI head 
Ruediger von Rosen. 

In the period from July to 
December, the sharehold- 
ing proportion of the popu- 
lation averaged 7.3 per 
cent, compared with 6.9 
per cent in the first six 
months. 

"This is a clear indication 
that the turbulence has not 
scared off German private 
investors,'' von Rosen said. 

Furthermore, the share is 
increasingly seen as a long- 
term form of investment, 
DAI said. 

In addition to direct 


shareholdings, the number 
of people in Germany who 
invested in share invest- 
ment funds increased to 3.2 
million in 1998 from 2.3 
million in 1997, the insti- 
tute said. 

The survey, which was 
carried out by the market 
research institute. Infratest 
Burke Fmanzforschung, 
and covered a sample of 
more than 25.000 people, 
also showed that there 
were regional differences 
in share ownership. 

While the proportion of 
people who own shares 
stood at 8.3 per cent in 
western Germany, the ratio 
was only 2 J per cent in the 
former communist east, the 
survey showed. 
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India allows foreign insurance companies 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
The Indian cabinet has 
cleared a plan to allow for- 
eign companies to enter (he 
state-run insurance sector, 
the finance minister has 
announced. 

Yashwant Si/ihu told 
reporters that holdings by 
foreign firms in joint ven- 
ture companies would be 
capped at 40 per cent. , 

"The cabinet has decided 
on u ceiling of 26 per cent 
to the foreign collabora- 


tor... while the balance 14 
per cent can be taken up by 
foreign financial institu- 
tions and others. Sixty per 
cent should be held by Indi- 
an promoters.” Sinha said. 

More than a dozen for- 
eign insurers have already 
signed memorandums of 
understanding with Indian 
partners and opened repre- 
sentative offices here in the 
hope of the sector being 
opened up. 

Indians are estimated to 


spend only S1.7 per person 
a year on insurance com- 
pared to almost $30 in 
Thailand. 

Two state-owned compa- 
nies monopolise the mar- 
ker. one specialising in life 
insurance and the other in 
health and general insur- 
ance. 

Trade bodies have said 
there was potential for 250 
million people to be 
insured and opening the 
sector would help mobilise 


around $50 billion for 
investment in such core 
areas as infrastructure. 

Only five per cent of 
India's 960 million people 
have life assurance. 

The finance minister said 
laws to end the monopoly 
of the state-run Life insur- 
ance Corporation and Gen- 
eral Insurance Corporation 
would be amended “to 
facilitate the entry of pri- 
vate Indian companies in 
the sector. 
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D A JANI JEWELLERS "WAVES OF STYLES 


|| At Amra Hotel 

Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifteh Tel: 822891 



★One 8 Two Bedrooms *Fu(fy 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay ^Reasonable Rates 


5 th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

. cry<ul(9 go com in 




The Arts Center 



Iniseeh 




Bayerischer Hof 
Restaurant 

is open daily during Ramadan 
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Sweifteh - .41 H-imra Street 
Tel: 5819730 / 5810S11 


Cniq ue clcn ig) t-s... 
for Cniquo- people 

Um Uthair.a TcL: 5511120 
Dcwr.town Te'.: 4655817 

■.•.■VAv.imseeh.com 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


mis is what 
l call 

a satisfied 
customer 

Call 

5510427,8,9 





rlcotcXetcd 


Register Now 
Tel. 5529610 


Hotel 


Great If tar parties at the 
Amra Forum Hotel 
Creative ideas designed for you to 
make it a night of remember // 

Call us for more information 
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Cardinals make NFL playoffs 
for first time in 16 years 


TEMPE. Arizona (AFP) — 
Arizona won a last-second 
thriller Sunday for the 
club's first American foot- 
ball playoff berth in 16 
years while Terrell Davis 
and Emmitt Smith cracked 
long-awaited rushing 

marks. 

Arizona beat San Diego 
16-13 on Chris Jacke's sea- 
son-best 52-yard field goal 
as time expired. launching 
the Cardinals into the 
National Football League 
playoffs for the first time 
since moving from Sl 
L ouis. • 

“You get tired of that 
longest streak not to make 
the playoffs ” said Arizona 
quarterback Jake Plummer 
after ending the NFL's 
greatest playoff drought. 
“But we have a new team 
and a new attitude.” 

Eric Metcalf's 46-yard 
kick return set up the game 
winner after the Cardinals 
allowed an equalising 
touchdown pass with 16 
seconds to play. It was 
Jacke's third late-game 
winning kick in as many 



"On the last kick. 1 saw it 
was pretty much straight 
down the middle.” said 
Jacke, a member of the 
1996 champion Green Bay 
Packers. “I just turned to 
the sideline and was 
mobbed.” 

Arizona (9-7) also got 
four interceptions from 
safety Kwame Lassiter, 
maiching an NFL record. 
“It was just being at the 
right place at the right 
time," Lassiter said. 


Dallas Cowboys running back Emmitt Smith readies to use the stiff arm against 
Washington Redskins Jamal Duff (L.) as Cris Dis hman fR) moves in during the first 
quarter in Irving, Texas. Smith became the all-time career leader in rushing touch- 
downs with his 124th score in the second quarter to pass Marcus Allen (Reuters photo) 

they were committed to get- 
ting 2,000 yards.” 

Davis. 26. fell 97 yards 
short of Eric Dickerson’s 
record 1984 season and 45 
yards shy of Barry Sanders’ 
1997 total but edging 
Simpson by five yards, 
although Simpson played 
two fewer games in his 
1973 campaign. 

“He is the best back I've 
ever played with and he’s 
the best back I’ve seen 
since I've been playing.” 
said Denver quarterback 
John Elway. “With his con- 
sistency and toughness, 
there’s no one better than 
him.” 

The Broncos finished the 
season 14-2. having already 
clinched a bye in the firs’t 
playoff round and home- 
field advantage throughout 
the playoffs in defense of 
their Super Bowl title. But 
Sunday was for Smith. 

“We had a countdown 
going in the huddle.” Elway 
said. “He started off with 
two big rushes and the fans 
were really into it. We were 
getting news from the side- 
lines on how close he was." 

Smith became the NFL’s 
all-time rushing touchdown 
leader in his fourth try. run- 
ning for his 1 24th in Dallas’ 
23-7 triumph over 
Washington. The ninth-year 
veteran surpassed Marcus 
Allen on a one-yard touch- 
down early in the second 
quarter after failing in three 
prior December games. 

Only Sanders or Smith 
had won the NFL rushing 



Phoenix Cardinals fans celebrate on top of the goal posts after their team defeated the 

. *2^° , ai i ers 16-13 on a last-second field goal The Cardinals advance to the 
playoffs for the first time since 1982 (Reuters photo) 

we€ ^ s - Had Arizona lost, the final 

berth would have gone 


to 

Tampa Bay. which routed 
Cincinnati 35-0 but settled 
for an S-8 season. 

Denver's Davis moved 
past O.J. Simpson with the 
third-best rushing season in 
NFL history, gaining 178 
yards on 29 carries to finish 
with a league-high 2.008 
yards for the season. The 
Broncos snapped a two-Ios- 
ing skid by beating Seattle 
28-21. 

"This is very special," 


Davis said. “1 knew it was 
going to be hard. It was 
tough, but 1 kept running 
hard, so I could get it. It was 
pretty wild in the huddle. 
You should have been there. 

"As the game was going 
on, the offensive line kept 
asking me how many yards 
I had. When I got to the 
sidelines, the coaches were 
telling me what I needed. 
The offensive line was more 
excited than I was. From 
die first play, they were 
itching to get out there and 


title since 1989. when 
Nigerian Christian Okoye 
of Kansas City led NFL 
rushers with 1,480 yards. 

Playoff pairings were 
completed Sunday, with 
Denver and the New York 
Jets having already 
clinched first-round AFC 
byes while Minnesota and 
Atlanta bad already sealed 
NFC byes. 

Next weekend will see 
Arizona travel to Dallas and 
Green Bay visit San 
Francisco in the NFC play- 
offs while Buffalo travels to 
Miami and New England 
visits Jacksonville in the 
AFC playoffs. 

The Cardinals have not 
won a playoff game since 
1947 but Dallas has strug- 
gled on offense in recent 
weeks and could be vulner- 
able. 

The Green Bay Packers 
have a history of knocking 
San Francisco out of the 
playoffs, but the 49ers won 
a home-field edge for the 
game with a 38-19 victory 
over Sl Louis, their 1 7th 
win in a row over the Rams. 

"We have to approach this 
week with confidence and a 
business-like approach.” 
said 49ers coach Steve 
Mariucci. “We will not 
wony about the past and we 
won’t worry about the 
future. We’ve got what we 
want a chance to play the 
Packers in the playoffs and 
a shot at redemption.” 

Steve Young had two 
touchdown passes and ran 
for another in the victory. “I 
don’t think you can per- 
centage the advantage,” 
Young said. “I don’t know 
what I can tell you other 
than it's better for us to play 
at home. We have a good 
feeling going inio next 
week.” 


Miami was pounded 38- 
16 by Atlanta, which fin- 
ished a club-record 14-2, 
but the Dolphins will host 
Buffalo, which rested Doug 
Flutie and most of their 
starters in a 45-33 victory' at 
New Orleans. 

The Jets pounded New 
England 31-10 behind four 
Vinny Testaverde touch- 
down passes in a battle of 
New York coach Bill 
Parcells’ current and former 
clubs. 

The Patriots will have 
injured quarterback Drew 
Bledsoe back when they 
play next week at 
Jacksonville, which plays 
host to Pittsburgh on 
Monday in the NFL’s final 
regular-season game. 



U.S. Olympic Committe panel 
to probe bribery claim 


SALT LAKE CITY ^AP> 
— A U.S. Olympic 
Committee panel prob- 
ing allegations that 
bribes helped Salt Lake 
win the 2002 Winter. 
Olympics will hold its! 
first meeting Tuesday. 

Salt Lake Organising 
Committee officials will 
not attend the closed- 
door meeting 
Washington, 
spokesperson said 
agenda has 
released, but the meeting 
will likely build the 
framework for the probe. 

Salt Lake bid officials 
allegedly paid for schol- 
arships for relatives 


in 

a 

. No 
been 


International 

Committee 

provided IOC members 
with free medical ser- 
vices, and gave numer- 
ous gifts in violation of 
IOC rules. 

The LISOC probe will 
be headed by former 
Sen. George Mitchell, 
and includes baseball 
union boss Donald Fehr, 
as well as Ken 
Duberstein, Roberta 
Cooper Ramo, Jeff 
Benz, and USOC presi- 
dent Bill Hybl. 

The USOC investiga- 
tion should lead to 
changes in future bid 


Olympic 

members. 


of and selection processes. 


said USOC executive 
director Dick Schultz. 
The investigation is 
expected to be complet- 
ed in February. 

But an investigation by 
the U.S. Department of 
Justice is the most seri- 
ous probe, since the 
Justice Department has 
the power to subpoena 
witnesses and compel 
testimony and to hand 
out indictments. 

SLOC officials say 
they will cooperate with 
all of the probes and get 
back to preparing for the 
Games. 


Solo French yachtswoman 
battles storm 

AUCKLAND tAFP) — Solo French yachtswoman Isabelle 
Autissier was Monday sailing in the same weather system 
that wreaked havoc in the Sydney to Hobart classic but it 
may benefit her. 

Autissier, taking part in the Aroundalone yacht race, was 
Saturday forced into a remote bay in the Australian state of 
Tasmania to make quick repairs to her yacht PRB. 

That put her back to fourth in the Class 1 field in the 
around the globe race now in its second leg from Cape 
Town to Auckland. 

But a race official here said while the leaders, including 
Italian Giovanni Soldini, were caught Monday with little 
air in the mid-Tasman Sea, Autissier was moving much 
faster in the stormy system which has cost at least two lives 
with at least 10 sailors missing in the Sydney to Hobart 
race. 

On the Internet web site Autissier describes the seas as 
"war-like”. 

Mid-afternoon Monday she was near the point where two 
years ago her boat rolled and she had to be rescued by the 
Australian Navy. 
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A file picture dated 14 June 1998 shows Micheal Jordan of the Chicago 
, ebrating after winning game 6 of the NBA finals against the Utah Jazz at the Brits 
j Center in Salt Lake City. Utah. The Bulls won the game 87-86 to win their rnff- 
NBA Championship (AFP photo) - • 1=^ 
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A file picture dated Nov. 26, 1998 shows TTQ v* 

mg behind a cake shaped as a ‘six’ after the Pete Sampras stands 

1 spot for the sixth ATO T^“^, the year - end 

Hanover. Sampras did not need to lift a nirfeJ? ^?- ur World Championship, in. 
Mareelo Rios, the World £l' ncI ? th i hononr Oule’f 

ken the record of straight yea re at the tnlTth ^ Ck Sa “pras has now brd-' 
Connors (AFP photo) J * “* t0 P U,at in 1974-78 by US. Jimmy 
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CINEMA 


TEL463-4144 


PHILADELPHIA '1' 


Sean Connery & 
Nicholas Cage .. in 

THE ROCK 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL463-4144 


Shows: 12:15, 2:15,6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 




PHILADELPHIA 



Meryll Streep & 
Kevin Bacon .. in 

THE RIVER WILD 




Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 
8:30, 1030 


CINEMA TEL3699238 

PLAZA 

y 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi 


m 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 






Shows: 12:30, 3;30. 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 



CONCORDE -l" 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

KAMANNANA 

CONCORDE -T 
Adel Imam .. in 

RISALA ilal wali 

Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:15, 8.30, 10:30 

-A 


ABDOUN 

www. cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Sharon Stone & 
Dustin Hoffman .. in 

SPHERE 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TELi5934793 

GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/GalleriQ 

Helena Bonham «£ 
Linus Roache .. in 

WINGS OP 
THE DOVE 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30 
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Austrian Hermann Maier is airbone as be goes through a corner on his way to take 
the fastest time in the World Cop Downhill training, in Bormio. Hermann Maier 
docked the best time with 1:56.20 (Reuters photo) 

Stern makes ‘final’ offer as NBA 
season likely to be cancelled 


NEW YORK (AP) — Five 
hours of secret talks and a 
“final" offer from the com- 
missioner didn't do much. 

With 1 1/2 weeks left until 
the possible cancellation of 
the entire season. NBA 
owners and players still 
can't make a deal. 

The opposing sides held a 
secret meeting — David 
Stern called it an “attempt to 
salvage the season" — 
Sunday at a hotel outside 
Denver. It ended with the 
sides still apart on several 
key issues. 

"I really don't think there 
will be a season," said 
Jeffrey Mishkin. the 
league's chief legal officer. 
“We've gone as far as we 
can go. We're done.” 

The league improved its 
proposal in several areas, 
and the union offered further 
restrictions on the salaries of 
the highest-paid players. 

“We advised the union 
that no further offers will be 
made," Stem said in a state- 
ment that described both 
sides' proposals as final 
offers. 

Union director Billy 
Turner disagreed. 

“We offered a comprehen- 
sive proposal to the NBA.” 
Hunter said. “The NBA 
countered our proposal and 
we indicated to them that we 
were willing to negotiate 
further, which unfortunately 
they were unwilling to do at 
this time.” 

Despite the dire forecasts 


from the league, there 
remains time to save the sea- 
son. The league’s Board of 
Governors will meet Jan. 7, 
and the commissioner has 
said he will recommend 
canceling the remainder of 
the season if no accord is 
reached by that date. 

The dispute is threatening 
to cause the first cancella- 
tion of an entire season for 
the first time in the history 
of North American profes- 
sional major leagues. 

“I think the season is vir- 
tually gone,” Mishkin said. 

“I’ve been here for 20 
years, and I’ve never seen 
this kind of intransigence 
from the union." 

The league improved its 
offer in several areas: 

— On the percentage of 
revenue to be shared with 
players, the league moved 
one point to 53 per cent in 
year four. 53.5 per cent in 
year five and 54 in year six. 

— The league agreed to 
keep the dlrs 1 million 
exception in its current 
form, whereby it can be 
used once every two years to 
exceed the salary cap to sign 
an additional player. 

— Owners agreed to the 
union's proposed limit of a 
10 percent escrow tax on 
player salaries in years four, 
five and six of the agree- 
ment 

— The NBA increased Us 
proposed minimum and 
maximum salaries, with the 
biggest increases for players 


with between seven and nine 
years of experience. 

— Owners offered a 25 
per cent raise for players 
under the rookie scale who 
have their option picked up 
for a fourth year. 

“Unfortunately, this was 
not enough for the union.” 
Stem said. 

The exact concessions 
offered by the union weren’t 
immediately clear, although 
the players were thought to 
have changed their offer on 
a maximum salary to 
include all players with less 
than nine years' experience 
instead of seven years' expe- 
rience. 

The union said Hunter will 
discuss the union’s latest 
proposal in detail Monday. 

Plans for Sunday's meet- 
ing, held at a hotel near 
Denver's airport, weren’t 
finalized until Saturday 
night The league was repre- 
sented by Stem, deputy 
commissioner Russ Granik 
and special assistant Bob 
Lanier. The union as repre- 
sented by Hunter, president 
Patrick Ewing and chief out- 
side lawyer Jeffrey Kessler. 

The meeting developed 
following Wednesday 
night’s secret session in Los 
Angeles between Stem and 
Hunter. 

No further talks are sched- 
uled. and a deal must be 
made by mid-January to sal- 
vage a 45 to 50-game sched- 
ule. 


Svdnev-to-Hobart race 

Miracle rescues resume but 6 feared dead 


HOBART (AFP) — 
Australian emergency ser- 
vices plucked six yachtsmen 
to safety Monday in dramat- 
ic liferaft rescues on a tragic 
and chaotic day in the 
Sydney to Hobart yacht race 
which is feared to have 
claimed six lives. 

In the first of two miracle 
rescues, four men from the 
cutter Winston Churchill's 
nine-man crew were saved 
after being spotted by an air- 
force Orion and winched 
aboard a navy helicopter. 

And just as rescue efforts 
were to be called off for the 
night, the cutter's second lif- 
eraft. wrenched from the first 
in mountainous seas Sunday, 
was found and two men 
aboard lifted off by a Sea 
King chopper operating 
from the frigate Newcastle. 

“Two crew were winched 
from the Winston's second 
liferaft and flown to 
Merimbula (on the New 
South Wales south coast)” 
officials at the race head- 
quarters in Hobart said. 

“Three others had been 
tossed out (by heavy seas) 
earlier in the day and there's 
no sign of them,” he said. 

The two rescued were 
well, although one needed 
medical attention. The 
search for the three missing 
would continue overnight, 
officials said 

Fierce storms swallowed 
the prestigious race fleet, 
sending the frontrunners 
heading for a record finish 
but spelling disaster for 58 of 
the 1 15 starters forced to quit 
in conditions described as 
the worst in memory. 

Crews reported winds of 


up to 80 knots and treacher- 
ous seas as they tried to cross 
the forbidding Bass Strait 
that separates the mainland 
from the finis h post in the 
island state of Tasmania. 

Some 30 aircraft were 
involved in the search for the 
Winston Churchill, which 
had not been heard from 
since 9:00 pm. (1000 GMT) 
Sunday when it sent out a 
distress call saying the crew 
was abandoning ship. 

The first four rescued men, 
safe and well after 36 hours 
battling 10 metre (33 feet) 
seas and gale force winds, 
said their colleagues had 
clambered into a larger lifer- 
aft when the veteran boat 
was swamped by a wave. 

Skipper Richard Winning 
said it had been a terrifying 
night in which his liferaft 
twice tipped over. 

“The worst thing of the 
whole affair was that after 
we got into the liferaft and 
became' separated from the 
others, the damned thing 
capsized twice on these great 
seas at night, which is 
bloody frightening, let me 
tell you." he told reporters. 

“You have got four of us 
underneath this little canopy 
and the next thing is you are 
upside down. So one poor 
bastard has got to go out and 
ride it while the other three 
are inside.” 

On a dark day for interna- 
tional boating, and the worst 
in the Sydney-Hobart’s his- 
tory, two Australian crew- 
men died on the stricken 
yacht Business Post Naiad. 
Their bodies were left 
behind as the seven other 
crew were airlifted ashore 



The injured crew of demasted Australian yacht ‘Stand 
Aside’ await rescue by helicopter as they tow a life-raft 
in Bass Strait during the Sydney-to-Hobart ocean race. 
Three sailors are confirmed dead as the yachts 
encounter the most treacherous conditions ever in the 
54-year history of the 630 nautical mOe sailing classic 
(AFP photo) 


with min or injuries. 

One of the men suffered a 
heart attack while the other 
drowned strapped to his har- 
ness as the boat capsized. 

Prominent British yachts- 
man Glyn Charles was also 
confirmed dead by the 
Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia after being swept 
overboard from Sword of 
Orion, which rolled in Bass 
Strait late Sunday. 


Charles, who has sailed in 
four Admiral's Cups and rep- 
resented Britain at the 1996 
Olympic yachting regatta in 
Savannah, Georgia, had been 
in the water since 4:00 pan. 
(0500 GMT) Sunday. He 
was one of 12 Britons in the 
race. 

Race organisers Monday 
insisted safety was a matter 
for individual skippers in the 
event, which has previously 


suffered only two fatalities in 
its 54-year history. None 
would discuss whether the 
challenge should have been 
postponed or abandoned. 

Despite the tragedy, the 
organisers won support from 
Deputy Prime Minister Tira 
Fischer, who paid tribute ro 
the emergency services. 

*T guess some people will 
ask should there be a 
Sydney- Hob art yacht race. 
Yes, there should be. but any 
loss of life from sporting and 
recreational events is partic- 
ularly tragic," Ftscher told 
reporters in Melbourne. 

The Maritime Safety 
Authority said all other 
yachts were accounted for — 
56 people had been airlifted 
off yachts since the race 
started on Saturday and five 
boats have been abandoned 
at sea, most dismasted. 

“Virtually everyone res- 
cued has got an injury,” said 
race spokesman David Gray. 
“Hand injuries, leg injuries, 
facial injuries. They really 
got pounded." Dozens have 
been treated in hospital. 

Still in the race. American 
maxi Sayonara remained 
narrowly ahead of last year's 
line winner Brmdabella in 
excellent time despite having 
to reduce sail. Ragamuffin 
was third. 

The frontrunner was 
expected to sail into Hobart 
in the early hours of 
Tuesday. 

The 630 nautical mile race 
runs from Sydney’ Harbour 
down mainland Australia's 
east coat, across Bass Strait, 
and on down the Tasmanian 
east coat ending up the 
Derwent River at Hobart. 


Faced with NBA lockout, Divac to join Yugoslav team 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — Faced with a con- 
tinuing NBA lockout. 
Charlotte Hornets center 
Vlade Divac decided to join 
Yugoslav champion Red 
Star in the Euro basketball 
league, the Belgrade team 
officials said Monday. 

Divac, who like many 
other locked out NBA stars 
is seeking to play in 
Europe, wUl start for Red 
Star in the Euro League 
match against Zalgiris, 
Lithuania, in Belgrade on 
Jan. 7. 

He will face Portland 


Trail Blazers center 
Arvydas Sabonis who 
joined the Lithuanian team 
for the remainder of the 
lockout, said Red Star man- 
ager Vojislav Stojakovic. 

Divac. who signed for LA 
Lakers in 1989 and played 
the last two seasons with 
the Charlotte Hornets 
before becoming a free 
agent, confirmed he was 
joining Red Star. 

Divac, a Yugoslav, told 
the daily newspaper 
Politika that he had rejected 
a much better financial 


offer to play for Kinder 
Bologna, and opted for the 
Belgrade team for patriotic 


reasons. 

Politika said that Divac 
and Red Star agreed that he 


could return to the NBA 
assoon as the lockout 
ended. 


Maradona wants end 
to game violence 


BUENOS AIRES I AFP) 
— Former football star 
Diego Maradona said that 
his New Year's toast will 
be for an end to violence in 
Football, and disclosed that 
he feels discriminated 
against when seeking work 
in Argentina. 

In an interview with a 
Buenos Aires radio station 
Saturday, he said that he 
would drink to an end to 
football violence “because 
that takes Argentine pas- 
sion away, and what’s 
worse is, you can't take 
your kids to the match.’' 

Maradona also said that 
people in Argentina dis- 
criminate against 

“cabecitas negras," a pejo- 
rative expression applied 
to darker-complex ioned 
white people with black 
hair, usually from the 
country's interior. 

Maradona fits the 
description. 

“Many people deny it, 
but there’s discrimina- 
tion" Maradona said. 
“Nobody tolerates 

cabecitas negras and 
nobody wants them in 
Buenos Aires; everybody 
wants them Lo go home to 


the provinces." 

The former world- 
famous player, who could 
be named “Player of the 
Century" by Argentina’s 
sportswriters. said last 
Tuesday he feels persecut- 
ed after admitting he was 
addicted to drugs, a fact he 
related to not being able to 
land a coach's job. 

“If 1 talked about the 
drugs it was to help kids," 
he said, and insisted he 
would never regret taking 
part in a campaign against 
drug addiction. Asked if he 
would play in game 
against Badajoz, a Spanish 
team, the now-overweight 
Maradona joked that "I'll 
be the ball.” 

But he said he would try 
to show up in shape. 

"I don't want to show a 
38-year-old Maradona 
that’s not the real thing. 
But there’s a few things I 
can do: Kick a comer shot, 
a free kick. I don't know." 

he said. 
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‘Make A Difference’ 

The Directorate of Women's Affairs in the Jordanian Armed Forces is 
looking to recruit two Jordanian female, college graduates, to attend the 
Officer training course at the world renowned Royal Military Academy, 
Sandhurst, U.K. 

The Directorate of Women’s Affairs is charged with the responsibilities of 
improving and reshaping the future roles of women serving in the JAF. 

If you are a natural leader, ready to take on a challenging and fulfilling 
career in our Armed Forces, we are looking for you. 

The job entails shaping future policies, opening new job roles for women, 
pioneering new ideas and projects, travel, and chances to further educate 
yourself on military courses both within Jordan and overseas. If you wish 
to be part of a modem, forward thinking Directorate and be a role model 
for future generations, we want you. 

You must fall into these guidelines: Jordanian, between the ages of 20 to 
25 years old, physically fit, college graduate with no less than a 
Bachelors degree, (preferably, but not exclusively in the following majors: 
Administration, Law, Psychology, Physical Fitness, Sociology, or Social 
Science). Must be fluent in Arabic and English. 

If you are adventurous, inspired to make a difference, and ready to take 
on the challenge, please send your CV/resume to the following fax 
number 535-9-343 

“Make a Difference” 

To apply please go to the Directorate of Officers’ Affairs; Public Relations 
Office in General Headquarters, Jabal Weibdeh, Amman. You must bring 
with you the following: 

1. A certified copy of your University Degree. 

2. College transcript. 

3. A document showing the equivalency of degrees from foreign 
universities to that of Jordanian universities. In addition to a 
document proving you are not committed to the Minisfoy of Education. 

4. The original birth certificate. 

5. A certified copy of the “Family book " 

6. Two passport photographs. * 

Applications will be received up until the 10th of January 1999. 

. 


There’s only one 
Premier League 
and it’s on 
Showtime 


Live English Premier League football on 
Showtime. 

(6) 5516171, (6) 5825814, 
(6) 5538313 

Gef Showtime from JD 33.3-1 (USS 54) per month 
including decoder. Exclusive English language rights. 


SHOWTIME 

Sport 
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ORDER TODAY... PIS TODAY... 

YOUR HEALTHY LIVING WATER.. 
WELCOME TO THE WORLD BEST 
GERMANY'S SPARKLING SPRING 
NATURAL 100% WATER 
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Israeli forces shell 
Lebanese village 


ARNOUN (R) — Israeli 
forces said they shelled sus- 
pected guerrilla targets in 
and around this south 
Lebanon village on Monday 
after their South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) allies found 
weapons in a house. 

In Jerusalem, an Israeli 
army statement said the pro- 
Israeli militia bulldozed 
five uninhabited houses in 
the village, which lies just 
outside the Jewish state's 
south Lebanon occupation 
zone, before the bombard- 
ment. 

“An SLA force that was 
on operational activity last 
night in the village : of 
Amoun in the eastern sector 
of the south Lebanon secu- 
rity zone uncovered a cache 
including explosives, a 
heavy machinegun and 


food," the staremeot said. 

“The force carried out 
searches of abandoned 
houses in the area which 
terrorists used to carry out 
activities against the Israeli 
army and die SLA. During 
the night an SLA force 
destroyed the abandoned 
building and adjacent build- 
ings in order to prevent the 
recurrence of the incident" 
it added. 

The assault on Amoun 
comes less than a week after 
Israeli warplanes killed 
seven civilians in a raid on 
suspected Hizbollah guer- 
rilla targets, prompting the 
pro-Iranian group to fire a 
barrage of Katyusha rockets 
at northern Israel. 

The Shi'ite Amal guerrilla 
organisation said in a state- 
ment earlier on Mondav it 


had attacked an Israeli 
patrol inside the 15-km 
deep security zone but there 
was no independent confir- 
mation of the incident. 

Hizbollah and other guer- 
rilla groups are fighting to 
oust Israel and its SLA mili- 
tia from Lebanon's south. 

The Jewish state has con- 
trolled parts of the south 
since 1978 and set up its 
occupation zone in 1985. 
saying it needed to protect 
its borders from guerrilla 
attacks. 

The Israeli government 
has said it is willing to with- 
draw from the zone provid- 
ed the Lebanese govern- 
ment guarantees its security. 
Lebanon and Syria, the 
main power broker in the 
country, say Israel must pu J1 
out unconditionally. 





A Lebanese man e xamin es a house which was bulldozed overnight by Israel! troops along with other five empty 
houses in Arnoun village on the edge of the Jewish state’s south Lebanon occupation zone on Monday (Reuters 


Hamas’ New Year’s resolution: 


To keep fighting 


Saleh: No plans to eject U.N. workers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), which rejects the 
Israeh-Palestiman peace 
accords, warned Monday that 
h will keep up its war against 
the Jewish state. 

‘The holy war will continue 
and no one will be able to halt 
it," Hamas’ rrdlhaiy branch, 
iTTpridine A1 Qassam, said in 
a New Year’s statement 

The group also warned Israel 


against arresting Palestinians 
or confiscating Arab land, say- 
ing, “the long arm of Lzzeddine 
AI Qassam will not be cut oft 
by security traps" set by the 
Jewish state. 

“We will continue the battle 
in accordance with the 1999 
plan.” it added without elabo- 
rating. 

Hamas has claimed respon- 
sibility for most of the attacks 
on Israelis since the signing of 
the 1993 Oslo accord. 


Netanyahu denies 
reports about Golan 
Heights withdrawal 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq has 
□o immediate plans to eject 
UN. humanitarian workers 
who help distribute supplies to 
Iraqis under the U.N.- 
approved ofl-for-food pro- 
gramme. Iraq's trade minister 
said Monday. 

But the minister. 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh, said 
the 2-year-old programme was 
a temporary measure and 
could not substitute for meet- 
ing Iraq's demand of lifting 
U.N. sanctions, which limit its 
oil exports. 

“Iraq will not live forever 
with the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. So, our demand is... 
to lift the sanctions," he said. 

Saleh did not sav whether 


Iraq will accept a renewal of 
the current phase of the pro- 
gramme — which allows the 
country to export oil worth 
$521 million over six months 
— when it expires in May. 

The trade minister made the 
remarks at a news conference 
to clarify comments he made 
Sunday in an interview with 
Associated Press Television 
News in which he said Iraq 
rejected continuation of the 
ofl-for-food programme. 

“Iraq refuses the continua- 
tion of this project and 
demands lifting of sanctions, 
and this means the ouster of 
UN. teams which supervise 
if' he said in the interview 
Sunday. 


The programme, which is an 
exception to trade sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, allows the 
country to export limited 
amounts of oQ to buy food and 
medicines for the 22 milli on 
Iraqis who have been hard hit 
by the sanctions. 

In his remarks to APTN 
Sunday, Saleh set no date for 
expelling the humanitarian 
workers, but complained that 
too little of die money from the 
sale of oil went to the Iraqi 
people and too much to 
administration. 

“Iraq is bearing huge 
expenses which it pays to these 
[UN.] personnel, and they do 
nothing apart from verifying 


that the imports have reached 
Iraqi ports," he said. 

On Monday, however; he 
said that the 400 UN. workers 
supervising the programme 
would remain in Iraq as long 
as the program continues. 

Iraq has taken a harder line 
toward the United Nations 
since four days of U.S. and 
British airstrikes aimed at pun- 
ishing the Baghdad regime for 
t ailing to cooperate with UN. 
weapons inspectors. The bom- 
bardment ended Etec. 19. 

Baghdad’s first response to 
the aire trike s was to ban the 
inspectors from returning to 
Iraq. On Saturday, Iraq said it 
would fire on U S. and British 
warplanes patrolling skies 


over northern and southern 
Iraq. 

State-nm Iraqi newspapers 
on Monday hailed the support 
the country received a day ear- 
lier from Arab legislators in 
Amman, Jordan. 

Delegations from 16 mem- 
bers of the Arab Parliamentary 
Union's 19 member states on 
Sunday condemned the 
airstrikes as “unjust U-S.- 
British aggression" and urged 
their governments to work 
toward lifting the UN. sanc- 
tions on Iraq. 

Their recommendation, 
however, fell short of Iraq’s 
demand that Arab countries 
begin circumventing the sanc- 
tions. 


Israeli parties agree to election date £ JTC value was 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
Monday denied press 
reports that he had a few 
months ago considered a 
plan for a withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, occu- 
pied in 1967. 

He told the weekly cabi- 
net meeting that reports 
that he had reached agree- 
ment with Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak on such 
a withdrawal were “com- 
pletely without founda- 
tion," according to a state- 
ment from Netanyahu's 
office. 

The Hebrew daily Yediot 
Aharonot reported 

Thursday that Netanyahu 
and Barak had conducted 
secret negotiations during 
the summer, with the aim 
of establishing a govern- 
ment of national unity. 
The talks eventually 
failed. 


It claimed that as part of 
the talks, the two had 
agreed on “a withdrawal 
from most of the Golan.” 

The paper cited an 
unnamed official who said 
the men had not spelled 
out the exact limit of the 
pullback but confirmed 
they bad come to an agree- 
ment on the matter. 

Netanyahu told the cabi- 
net that the only agree- 
ment with Barak was on 
the need to renew negotia- 
tions with the Syrians, 
which have been suspend- 
ed for nearly three years. 

Damascus is demanding 
that Netanyahu keep to a 
pledge to return the Golan 
to Syria allegedly made by 
the previous Israeli gov- 
ernment. 

Israel occupied the 
Golan from Syria during 
the 1967 Middle East war 
and illegally annexed it in 
1981. 


(Continued from page 1) 

“The political leadership will 
decide on the issue of the dec- 
laration of the Palestinian state 
in accordance with the national 
interests of the Palestinian peo- 
ple," Hassan Asfour told The 
Associated Press, when asked 
whether Arafat was still wed- 
ded to a May 4 independence 
declaration. Netanyahu said 
Sunday reports that Arafat 
would back off the May 4 dec- 
laration was proof that the 
opposition Labour party was 
colluding with Arafat in order 
to topple hiia 

“ Arafat is considering post- 
poning the declaration because 
of the elections." Netanyahu 
told his Likud party’s central 
committee. “ He wants to hold 
final status discussions with a 
left-wing government 

Labour Party leader Ehud 
Barak described that as “ 
incitement" typical of 
Netanyahu’s political style. 

A later elections date will 
also help contain the threat to 
both major parties posed by die 


probable candidacy of a popu- 
lar general. 

Amnon Upkin-Shahak. the 
former chief-of-staff. has been 
leading both Netanyahu and 
Labour party leader Ehud 
Barak in the polls — largely 
because as a soldier, he was 
prohibited from making politi- 
cal statements, and was able to 
remain above the fray. 

Shahak retired his uniform 
last week to declare his interest 
in joining an as yet-unfonned 
centrist party. 

Barak and Netanyahu both 
hope that a long elections cam- 
paign will force Shahak to 
make his opinions clear, and 
shave his support in the polls. 
The parties set June 1 as a run- 
off dale if neither candidate 
gets a dear majority. 

Begin declares candidacy 

Earlier Monday, in the third 
challenge to Netanyahu from a 
Ukud scion, the only son of 
Menachem Begin on Monday 
declared his candidacy for 
prime minister. Benny Begin's 


candidacy underscored the 
prime minister s growing iso- 
lation in the party his fafoer 
once led, although the younger 
Begin lacks popular appeal. 

Another Likud breakaway, 
former Finance Minister Dan 
Mender, is running for prime 
minister on a centrist slate. 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and 

Communications Minister 

Umor Livnat are debating 
whether to leave the Ukud. 
possibly to join Men doc 

Netanyahu is also being 
challenged from within the 
party by Uzi Landau, a hard- 
liner who, like Begin, opposes 
ceding further lands to the 
Palestinians. Landau has little 
chance, but it is practically 
unheard of for a sitting prime 
minister to be challenged with- 
in his party. 

Netanyahu denied feat his 
support within the party was 
collapsing. ‘The party is very 
solid and very unified around 
the direction we have taken to 
bring Israel peace and securi- 
ty," he said Monday. 


underestimated’ 


Iraq’s child beggars face perilous future 



An impoverished Iraqi woman walks with her two chil- 
dren in a Baghdad street on Munda\ (Reuters photo) 


By Stuart Wallace 
AFP 

BAGHDAD — A seven-year-old 
Iraqi girl stands on a street comer 
in Baghdad selling incense sticks. 
Her younger brother begs nearby 
from the long line of battered cars 
that has stopped at the traffic light 

Both are their family’s main 
source of income and both are 
child beggars of the type that can 
be found ail over the capital and in 
countless other Iraqi cities and 
towns. 

“I’m here all day except Fridays 
when my mum takes me to the 
mosque.’* said five-year-old 
Mohammad. "Sometimes people 
give me some money, sometimes 
it’s food or sweets. Most people 
give me nothing," the barefoot 
dirty child said. 

Bom after United Nations sanc- 
tions were imposed in 1990, 
many Iraqi children have grown 
up in poverty, with little health 
care and rampant malnutrition. 
Pressed into work at an age when 
Weston children would be start- 
ing primary school, few are edu- 
cated. 

Many schools have closed from 
lack of maintenance. Even if the 
children wanted to go to school 
their families could not afford it 
Government subsidies are low 
and the costs of school supplies or 
even shoes, clothes and transport 
are hieh- 

Teefmicaily. child begging is 


illegal, but “it is not enforced 
Parents used to be jailed for 
allowing their children to beg or 
work. Thai rarely happens now," 
said a spokeswoman for the U N. 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) in 
Baghdad 

Caught between the need to 
educate and the battle to fight 
poverty, the authorities have been 
left with little choice but to nun a 
blind eye. 

According to UNICEF as many 
as one million children missed the 
1997-1998 school year in a coun- 
try which once boasted one of the 
best education systems in the 
Middle East 

It is a for cry from life in Iraq 
just a few years ago. “Before the 
Gulf war it used to h? an ordeal to 
find a family living in absolute 
poverty in Baghdad There were a 
few, but not many. Now we are 
swamped” the UNICEF spokes- 
woman sakL 

‘The middle class has ceased to 
exist now there is only the poor 
and the upper class. You find 
architects and airline pilots dri- 
ving taxis — air Iraqi driven: 
have masters degrees in engineer- 
ing," she said 

Street work is hard at the best of 
times. Pollution, hear and cold 
compete with the fast moving 
traffic to ensure that the children's 
lives are fraught with danger. 

But there are other, less visible, 
risks. Diseases like cholera and 
typhoid uere practically 


unknown in Iraq before sanctions. 
Although they have yet to reach 
epidemic proportions, they are 
now widespread and deadly. 

‘They re-emerged almost 
immediately as die country’s 
infrastructure broke down and 
could not be repaired We used to 
bring in the vaccines but that task 
has now been handed bad: to foe 
government," the UNICEF 

spokeswoman said 

The handover came following 
the introduction of foe UN. oil- 

for-tbod programme in 
December 1996 that allows Iraq 
to sell limited quantities of crude 
in return for basic products 
including food and medicine. 

The programme’s success has 
been questionable with long 
delays in the approval of coatraos 
and foe delivery and distribution 
of products. 

Tough though life may be for 
many of Iraq’s urban children, 
conditions for their counterparts 
in the three northern autonomous 
Kurdish provinces of Iraq are 
worse. 

Having fled foe unrest that has 
rocked foe region, many now live 
in the squalor of refugee camps 
and lace the lack of hygiene, food 
and medical supplies that entails. 

“We just don’t know when all 
of this will end. Right now, we ate 
working in an emergency situa- 
tion where foe immediate aim is 
simply to contain the problem.” 
the UNICEF spokeswoman said 


(Caatmued from page 1) 

‘The security issue is very 
important National communi- 
cations are very sensitive and 
they must stay in the govern- 
ment’s band,” Shukri stressed. 

He said that foe corporation 
will offer mobile phone ser- 
vice within six months at very 
competitive prices. 

He added that “foe service, 
scheduled to be provided after 
foe end of Fastimk's Nov. I, 
1998 exclusivity period, was 
delayed “because Fasdink 
filed a lawsuit at the Higher 
Court of Justice, which recent- 
ly ruled that it had no jurisidic- 
tion over the dispute. 

Industry sources said foey 
expect foe JTC to form a sub- 
sidiary to run the mobile and 
other services. 

Shukri said foe government 
last week issued foie JTC with 
a licence to operate the coun- 
try's second mobile phone ser- 
vice. But be said he has some 
observations on Che terms of 
the licence that he will submit 
to foe government soon. 

He did not say what these 
reservations were. 

Shukri also revealed that 
international telephone 


charges will be lowered in the 
first quarter of 1999 — amove 
aimed at balancing domestic 
and international tariffs. 

The decision to suspend foie 
telecommunications sale sig- 
nalled the end of a stormy 
process, thrown off course 
many a time in the last two 
years, when foie privatisation 
process started in earnest 

But foie suspension also car- 
ried a cost, critics of the move 
said 

The government proponents 
maintain, missed a golden 
opportunity to bring in a an 
international carrier to upgrade 
the services of the firm and 
introduce a business plan to 
take the company smoothly 
into the post-2002 era, which 
marks foie end of the firm’s 
exclusivity period 

Proponents of the sale also 
say the government lost out on 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
and has put into question the 
country's commitment to the 
privatisation programme, 
already marred by a fiery polit- 
ical debate. 

The government decision to 
suspend foe sale was widely 
welcomed by lawmakers and 
many in the industry. 


Meeting of Arab ministers 
postponed to January 


(Continued from page 1) 

The diplomats said Saudi 
Arabia was concerned a sum- 
mit would degenerate into 
conflict or end with statements 
of support for Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Saudi Arabia is concerned 
lest a summit call for a lifting 
ofUN. sanctions on Iraq — an 
issue Riyadh believes should 
be handled by foe United 
Nations. 

' “Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
believe the situation in Lreq is 
linked to (he application by 
this country of all international 
resolutions," said an Arab 
diplomat. 

It is Dot cmly conservative 
Gulf ofl states which have 
reservations about holding an 
Arab summi t to discuss the 
Iraq situation, which could be 
interpreted as support fa Iraq. 

Mubarak bim^ launched a 
strong attack on Baghdad 
Sunday, saying Egypt’s oppo- 
sition to U.S. and British air 
strikes should not be mistaken- 


for support for foe Iraqi gov- 
ernment, which he said was *’at 
foe root of all the problems.” 

“We opposed the air artack 
Britain and foe United States 
launched against Iraq from the 

start because in the final reck- 
oning it's the people of Iraq 
who pay foe price.” he said in 
an interview for Monday’s edi- 
tion of the government daily 
Al Gumhuriya. 

Plans fix a summit have also 
faltered over some countries' 
objections to Iraq's participa- 
tion. 

In an apparent reference to 
Kuwait ami Saudi Arabia, 
Mubarak’s political adviser 
Osama Al Baz said late 
Sunday it was “not realistic” 
to expect some countries to 
rake port in a meeting attended 
by the Iraqi leadership. 

Iraq itself appeared to chal- 
lenge foe notion of a summit 
on Sunday, saying it would be 
pointless unless it resulted in 
an agreement by all Arab 
countries to violate the U.N. 
sanctions against it 
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Driver follows 
navigation 
system into river 

BONN (R) — A German 
motorist obediently following 
foe satellite-guided naviga- 
tion system of his car drove 
straight into the Havel River 
in eastern Germany, police 
said Saturday. He drove his 
BMW Friday night past a 
stop sign, down a ferry ramp 
and about four meters into the 
river before stopping. The 57- 
y ear-old driver from 
Hamburg and his passenger 
were not hurt. Police said the 
driver reported he was fol- 
lowing foe navigation sys- 
tem. which had evidently 
failed to note that the road in 
the town of Caputh near 
Potsdam ended at a ferry 
crossing. 

Ghostly visit 
begets world’s 
longest hair 

CHIANG MAI (R) — 
Thanks to a close encounter 
with a ghost 50 years ago. 
Hmong tribesman Lu Seng 
La is today a famous man. 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not!, 
the American authority on 
human and other oddities, has 
just declared the Thai septua- 
genarian as possessor of the 
world's longest hair. “When I 
was 18, I got annoyed with 
my shoulder-length hair and 
cut it But I became very ill 
soon after that” he told 
Reuters as proud family 
members rolled out all 3.87 
metres of his matted brown- 
ish-black hair. “I was about to 
die when foie spirit of a ghost 
entered me and demanded ro 
use my body as a medium. 
But it ordered me never to cut 
my hair forever.” 

Four-year-old tells 
Annan to 'make 
up 1 with Saddam 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Among foe many letters sent 
daily to U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan was one 
from a 4-year-old boy who 
told him to "make up and 
work it our" with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein • 
The New York child. Luca> 
Olson Duffy, who gave his 
age as four years and 11 
months said: “Dear Mr. 
Annan. Please talk to the 
president of Iraq. Please 
make up. Work it out Lucas." 
In reply, Annan sent a hand- 
written letter, saying “I am 
glad to see that one is never 
too young to speak out for 
peace. I promire you I will 
work very hard for peace in 
Iraq and everywhere else in 
the world” 

Police nab pigeon 
kidnappers 

TAIPEI (R) — Police freed 
41 pigeons and arrested seven 
people who made a fortune ; 
by kidnapping the birds, local - 
media reported Saturday. 
Police were quoted as saying 
foe seven suspects have made 
Si .5 million in ransom 
money since 1996 for kidnap- 
ping pigeons trained for 
races. Pigeon-racing is popu- 
lar in Taiwan and foe games 
are often maned by gambling 
and other scandals. Local 
reports said pigeon owners 
usually comply with the kid- 
nappers’ demands in order to 
save foe lives of their star 
pigeons. 

Anti-AIDS activist 
construct giant 
condom 

BOGOTA ( AP) — Size does 
matter — at least as far as 
Colombian AIDS activists are 
concerned. The activists 
paraded an enormous inflated 
condom through foe streets of 
the country’s third largest city 
Sunday hoping to draw atten- 
tion to the threat of AIDS. 
“The idea is for people to 
realise that the disease exists, 
that it’s here, and that it repre- 
sents a far greater threat than 
foe condom we’re display- 
ing,” Dr. John Jairo Palacio 
told reporters. The mock pro- 
phylactic, which weighed 
roughly 1,500 kilograms, 
stretched over a one hflome- 
fre down a holiday street fair 
m Cali, a city of two million 
inhabitants. ■ - 
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